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Council Wrestles with Environmental and Tax
Implications of Septage Disposal in Tiny

A Rare Sight

This summer, all Tiny cottagers and residents enjoyed
beautiful weather. The increase in rainfall has resulted in lush
gardens and the water levels did not worsen. However we
must not let this short term reprieve lull us into a false sense
of security, as levels will soon drop as we move into the fall
and winter months. The water level fight remains our number
one priority.

I now sit on the board of Restore our Water International
Inc. (ROWI) and have been working diligently on behalf of
FoTTSA on the low water levels.  On July 6th we arranged a
well attended information session with the Township of Tiny,
for interested residents and cottagers to hear reports on
where we are today in the battle of low water levels.  It was
also the kick off for ROWI’s fund raising events as this fight is
an expensive one and will require your ongoing support and
donations. 

Thanks to the generosity of those who attended, we were
successful in raising significant funds to further this cause.
Subsequently additional significant donations were made by
concerned residents from Thunder Beach which has been a
great help and I look forward to all of our member associa-
tions raising whatever funds they can for this critical fight.

FoTTSA has also been following the septage issue in Tiny
Township.  Many of FoTTSA’s directors attended the public
meeting on June 1, and we will continue to follow the pro-
cess very closely because this one issue will be the largest
use of tax dollars this Township will ever have spent on a
capital project.  Please see the articles starting on on page1
which explain where we are today and how we will be pro-
ceeding.

And finally we are listening carefully to all of our Beach
Associations in the community who are experiencing issues
with parking.  The Township has taken some actions to limit
open parking for non residents on concession roads, but we
need to have an overall strategic plan on parking in Tiny, and
we hope that the Township Council will come forward with
a strategy that will protect the interests of residents who pay
the taxes in this Township.

Best wishes for an enjoyable and healthy fall and winter.

The Study which began in late 2010 has recommend-
ed the construction of a septage treatment facility within
the Township, with full treatment of solids and liquids.
Further it recommended reed beds (for separation and
treatment of solids through natural composting) with con-
structed wetland (for further treatment of liquids) and sur-
face discharge. This result was presented at a public meet-
ing on June 1 of this year to a large boisterous crowd.

The next step in the process is the identification of
potential sites for the facility; note that preliminary site
identification draft mapping is on the website now.
However after the earlier rejection of the idea of partnering
with nearby municipalities with respect to septage treat-
ment and disposal, Tiny Council learned that it may not
have had enough information to consider this option seri-
ously and has decided to explore this approach further.
And a huge discussion down the road is ‘how will this be
financed?’ -- a tax levy, dipping into the Reserve Fund,
increased general taxes – and ‘what will be the final cost?’

The Tiny Cottager was able to contact the Chair of the
Project Advisory Committee, Councillor Nigel Warren, to
talk about the process. Here is part of that conversation.

The Tiny Cottager: What solutions do not end up with
spreading the septage on fields?

Nigel Warren: Septage would not be applied on fields
after processing as it would then be ‘bio solids’ (treated
waste) such as is currently produced by Midland and
Penetanguishene treatment facilities. Bio solids are cur-
rently applied to willing host farmers’ land in Tiny for soil
enhancement/crop production. There are no systems,
other than incineration, that avoid a solid end-product that

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has indicated
that a province-wide moratorium on land application of
raw septage will eventually come into effect.  Due to these
pending regulatory changes, as well as concerns raised
about the current practice of land application, the
Township is evaluating alternative solutions to treat and
dispose of septage.

There is strongly divided opinion in the community
about the best way to handle septage disposal. Some
would like to eliminate land application in any form by uti-
lizing a sophisticated treatment plant using incineration
technology. (This is not being considered in Tiny due to
costs, greenhouse emissions and concentrated ash residue
which would require disposal.) The opposite approach
would be to ‘continue’ the practice of feeding the land --
albeit in the future with a fully treated sewage (bio solids)
and liquid end product. There is also divided opinion as to
whether Tiny should build its own treatment plant or
arrange to haul septage to, or partner with, plants in nearby
municipalities.

The Township is undertaking a Class Environmental
Assessment (EA) Study to establish the preferred approach
for providing septage and holding tank waste disposal ser-
vices to the residents of the Township. All approaches have
significant social, environment and financial implications
and these are considered in the Study. The public has been
invited to participate in the process by offering input and
asking questions. The results of Phase 1 & 2 of the EA Study
plus summaries of the public meetings can be read at
www.tiny.ca under Septage Management Study. More
background can be found in “Septage: Outhouse to
Doghouse” in the fall/winter 2012 Tiny Cottager. 

BY PAUL COWLEY
(WITH INPUT FROM VP RICHARD HINTON) 

The President’s
Message

Monarch Butterflies were difficult to come by this year - see our article on page 9

See SEPTAGE...page 5
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You may have had a chuckle from the cartoon that is
published in the Tiny Cottager, usually depicting a current
issue that is challenging our area.   That contribution
comes from a multi-talented graphic artist by the name of
Chris Figgures who also operates It Figgures Design Inc.
out of his Balm Beach home.   The advent of high speed
internet throughout Tiny Township has facilitated the abil-
ity of entrepreneurial individuals such as Chris to work
away from the hustle and bustle of major centres such as
Toronto.  From the days of the Group of Seven, our idyllic
community has attracted creative spirits to spend time in its
picturesque surroundings.

His first introduction to Tiny Township was through the
urging of his father to go and have a look at a house at
Balm Beach that a relative was interested in selling.  Chris,
his wife and three daughters, including a set of twins, were
living in Aurora at the time, but had been contemplating
the acquisition of a recreational property.  They arrived,
strolled down to the beach and, smitten with the expansive
vista of sand and water, sold their home in Aurora and
moved up permanently in 2008.   This was a quality of life
decision taking into account the open spaces and fresh air
for his young family.  The home’s spacious yard, perennial
gardens and gurgling stream were major attractions along
with the beach where they spend much of their leisure
time.  They also love the surrounding quaint old cottages
and the relaxed flavour of the neighbourhood.  Grand
Bend was the beach that Chris grew up with and he enjoys
the familiarity that Balm Beach provides. Their new home
is large enough to accommodate their family along with
space for an office.  

Chris ran his own studio in Newmarket for six years,
designing books, catalogues, web sites and creating brand-
ing for various products.  As media use has shifted from
paper to the internet, so has his business focus shifted to
web-based marketing.  He is currently working on devel-
oping packaging and branding for some large sporting
goods manufacturers along with various graphic design
projects.   Chris also teaches Packaging Design at Georgian
College in Barrie, instructing students not only how to

develop branding but also how to introduce sustainable
options in their packaging projects.

You may have been entertained by Chris while dining
or sipping your favourite beverage at local venues, as he
also sings and plays guitar.  He has performed at the Balm
Beach Summerama, the Library Restaurant, the Boathouse
and Flynn’s, the newly opened Irish Pub in Penetang.  He
also recently joined a new band called Fine Alley as its
singer.  There is one more hat that this talented man wears,
and that is as a carpenter.   Since his home was originally
built as a seasonal cottage and modified for permanent
use, there are always areas of the house that require
upgrading and maintenance.  Luckily, he enjoys these pro-
jects and has plenty to keep him occupied for years to
come.

Local Artist Keeps Us Smiling
BY IRENE WILSON

Chris Figgures

Friday, October 11, 2013 (9:30am – 2:30pm) 
No admission fee.

Garfield Dunlop, MPP for Simcoe North will be
hosting a special Seniors Information Day for all Simcoe
North residents at the North Simcoe Sports &
Recreation Centre, 527 Len Self Blvd. in Midland. 

Several very distinguished guest speakers have been
invited. Many services including government services
will have exhibits, literature and Q&A sessions. Lunch
and entertainment will be provided. And if you’re lucky,
you may win a valuable door prize!  Seniors – don’t
miss it – this is your special day.

For more information, call George Lawrence,
Seniors Information Day Committee Chairman, at 705-
361-2456.

Seniors 
Information Day
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The same enthusiasm and commitment shown at last
year's packed meeting with the International Joint
Commission (IJC) in Midland was repeated on July 6th. A
meeting to update everyone on FoTTSA’s activities on
water levels and fundraising was jointly hosted by FoTTSA
and Restore our Water International (ROWI). The
Township of Tiny generously provided the meeting venue
at the newly-renovated Township Community Hall on
Concession 8 East.  An adjacent marquee tent was also
filled when every chair in the hall itself was taken, and
audio-visual facilities permitted those outside in the mar-
quee to participate.

Tiny Township Councillor André Claire welcomed all
in attendance, including the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and
other members of Council of Tiny Township, and the
Warden of Simcoe County.  It was a special honour to have
in attendance Elder Elizabeth Brass Elson from the
Beausoleil First Nations.

Roger Gauthier, Chair of ROWI, recently retired as a
Senior Hydrologist after thirty years with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, reviewed historical hydrological data
and studies demonstrating that increased outflow has
occurred through the St. Clair River since the deepening
and widening of the river's navigational channel in the
1960s. While this is not the only cause of current Lake
Michigan and Lake Huron low water levels, it is clearly a
major contributing factor, one which could be partially

addressed by available engineering options.
Dr. Pat Chow Fraser, Director, Life Sciences Program

and Professor, Department of Biology, McMaster
University, spoke about research being conducted to deter-
mine the effects of sustained low water levels, such as
changes in habitat quality and quantity for the fish and
wildlife communities of Georgian Bay.

Elder Beth Elson, Women’s Water Commissioner for
the South East Region, Union of Ontario Indians, spoke
movingly of the sacred relationship between people, land
and water, a trust which must not be broken.

Mary Muter, Chair of the Great Lakes Section, Sierra
Club, Ontario and Vice Chair of ROWI and Paul Cowley,
FoTTSA President and a founding director of ROWI,
thanked the other speakers and all who had contributed to
the day's fundraising efforts. They also detailed the lobby-
ing, research and awareness-raising activities of ROWI and
the Sierra Club Canada Foundation, and cautioned that,
despite the progress made, as evidenced by recent IJC rec-
ommendations (see the Spring / Summer 2013 issue of The
Tiny Cottager), much remains to be done and cannot be
undertaken without adequate funding.

Sincere thanks to all the volunteer organizers and the
speakers who contributed their time and effort, and to all
attendees who made the July 6 meeting such a success.

For more information on ROWI, or to make a donation,
please go to: www.restoreourwater.com  

Overflow Attendance at July 6 
Low Water Levels Meeting

First, thank you to all who helped organize and attend
the Saturday, July 6th meeting at the Township Community
Hall. Denise Gardian once again pulled together terrific
resources to inform and get people out. The Township staff
did an excellent job of set up and the 300 plus people who
attended brought the passion for which FoTTSA is now
well known and respected. Thanks to all including Elder
Beth Elson whose beautiful words included “Mother Earth
remembers where her shorelines once were”.  Your presi-
dent Paul Cowley and his board are nothing less than
amazing in providing support to Restore Our Water
International. On behalf of ROWI, I want to thank you all.

Thankfully we did not have dead waterfowl and fish
washing up on our beautiful beaches this past summer due
to higher and cooler water levels.  Yes, the cool, wet sum-
mer has brought the water levels up somewhat but as
Roger Gauthier, Chair of Restore Our Water International
(ROWI) says, the “wolf is still at the door”. Until our gov-
ernments act on the IJC’s welcome advice to restore our
water levels via structures in the St. Clair River, the riverbed
continues to erode and our levels will continue to decline.
And with climate change (warmer water temperatures with

less ice cover resulting in increased evaporation), we get
the double whammy. In contrast, Lakes Superior and
Ontario have Control Boards that set monthly discharge
rates and can hold back water. We need submerged struc-
tures in the St. Clair River to have some ability to hold back
water for this huge body of water – Lakes
Michigan/Huron/Georgian Bay - that had no government
oversight until our team started paying attention, asked
questions, collected data and found engineers with
hydraulic/flow model knowledge and experience to help.

With the IJC’s advice to our governments to look into
how to restore the St. Clair River’s outflow after 140 years
of human activity that has lowered our levels by 50 cm.,
we now need everyone to log onto our new website;
restoreourwater.com and send letters to our political
leaders in support of St. Clair River restoration and send in
a donation. Restore Our Water International is now work-
ing to get the Great Lakes States and Washington onside
and to get the $3 million that the United States Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) needs to start their St. Clair River
compensation Re-evaluation Study. The Canadian and

The Wolf Is Still at the Door
BY MARY MUTER
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Township of Tiny Council: 2010 - 2014
Mayor Ray Millar
Deputy Mayor George Lawrence
Councillor André Claire
Councillor Nigel Warren
Councillor Gibb Wishart 

New Simcoe County Waste Collection Policies
Effective April 1, 2013, the County of Simcoe imple-

mented new waste collection policies. The implementa-
tion has not been without bumps. The County's waste
collection contractor was not picking up garbage at
Cedar Ridge due to the location of the garbage bins. The
garbage workers Union stipulated that their workers
could only walk a certain number of metres. There were
also complaints regarding the tossing of receptacles into
ditches. The Simcoe CAO and Manager of Waste
Management called an emergency meeting and the
County put two people on the road to trail the trucks.

One Councillor pointed out the impact of the dual
axles of the trucks on Tiny’s roads. The trucks are tearing
apart the road surfaces when they stop and start. Public
Works is sending pictures of Tiny roads to the County. 

For waste collection concerns contact Ms. Wilma
Bureau, Contract & Collections Supervisor at the County
of Simcoe (705) 726 9300.

Septage Management Program 
On August 13, 2012, Council voted (4-1, Millar

opposing) to accept R.J. Burnside’s recommended solu-
tion of a treatment and disposal facility within Tiny to
fully treat solid and liquid portions of septage. Treated liq-
uid and solids would be disposed of within the Township.

At the Regular Meeting of Council on June 24, 2013,
Mayor Millar brought forward a motion drafted by Staff to
direct R. J. Burnside & Associates Ltd. to expand the
scope of the Septage Management study and investigate
all reasonable alternatives including inter-municipal
facility partnerships and the treatment of septage beyond
the borders of Township of Tiny as per Phase II Schedule
B Class EA and report back to Council.  The Mayor want-
ed to investigate every avenue while Deputy Mayor
Lawrence opposed this approach because he felt this
would stop the process and he would like to see the pro-
cess completed.

Deputy Mayor Lawrence, Councillors Claire and
Warren voted against the motion. Councillor Claire did
not want a vote that evening because there was no
Notice of Motion. However he did not object to another
motion passed that night that also lacked a Notice of
Motion (altering a decision made on February 11 regard-
ing parking on the 14th concession).  Mayor Millar
argued that there was some urgency to expanding the
focus of the study before more money was spent, hence
proceeding without a Notice of Motion was appropriate. 

On September 9, Council voted to receive the
Septage EA Summary of Comment and Memorandum
from Burnside. Then, prompted by Councillor Claire who
asked Burnside if they were standing behind their find-
ings (Phases 1 and 2) which drove Council to make its
final decision, the consultants replied that they recog-
nized that they only conducted a preliminary review and
that their figures were just estimates. Mayor Millar sug-
gested that Council has a deficit of information on the
option of a partnership with another municipality. There
were differing opinions on the possibility of Midland and
Penetang accepting our waste; Springwater is the only
municipality to have come forward. Burnside pointed out
that no further information about partnering had been
provided earlier because it was not chosen as an option
and that the discussions with CAO’s and Mayors of other
municipalities should have been done much earlier in
the process.  Mayor Millar pointed out that we need to
look at where we can best commit our resources, that it

The beaches along the Georgian Bay shore in Tiny
township are dynamic ecosystems. They are constantly
changing with the shifting sands. The sand on the beach
was formed during the last Ice Age about 10,000 years
ago. Fluctuating water levels have been a natural phe-
nomenon in the past so the beach ecosystem has adapt-
ed to this situation. The native plants that grow on the
beach are especially adapted to this constant change.

When the water level is low, there are several
species of plants that thrive in the sand. As the plants
grow, they slowly modify the nutrient content of the
sand to enrich the soil (sand) by the decomposition of
the dead plant parts. This allows for even more plant
growth. The tree line slowly advances towards the
water. The role of the plants during low water periods is
to hold the soil (sand) in place so that it does not blow
away.

When the water level is high, the plants that were
growing drown and disappear; however, their seeds
remain in the sand and grow again when the water level
goes down. The wave action holds the soil (sand) dur-
ing the high water period.

The current very low water level on Georgian Bay,
although not a natural phenomenon, has allowed for
the growth of many native species along the beach.
Unfortunately, a non-native plant species has invaded
the shores of Georgian Bay. It has become a big prob-
lem along the shores and in the wetlands of the whole
Great Lakes area. This plant is Phragmites australis or
Common Reed. It originated from Eurasia. 

Because Phragmites is not a native plant and has not
evolved along with the native plants and animals, it
does not have any productive role in the beach ecosys-
tem. It is a very aggressive plant that spreads by sending
out long runners across the surface and underground
(rhizomes) as well as producing a huge number of seeds
each year.  Also, the plant produces a chemical that is
released into the surrounding soil that inhibits the
growth of other plants in its vicinity. We say that it is
allelopathic.  This contributes to its rapid spread on the
beach. If left on its own, this plant will take over the
entire beach area between the tree line and the water’s
edge, crowding out all native plant species. 

Without the native plant species, native animals
(insects, frogs, turtles, birds) cannot inhabit the beach
ecosystem either. Plant diversity contributes to animal
diversity which results in a healthy ecosystem for all.
Native plant species also contribute to the health of the
water. During rainy periods, the plants act as a filter,
cleaning the water before it enters the lake. Many of the
native species have attractive flowers that enhance the
beauty of our beaches, too!

Phragmites started to appear on Wymbolwood
Beach about 15 years ago. No one knew much about it.
The beach was changing with the dropping water levels
and many plants were starting to grow where the water
used to be. Phragmites began to establish colonies in
the wet areas of the beach. It started to grow on my
property. 

At first, I watched it grow with interest, but, when it
seemed to be taking over my beach, I decided that it
was time to do some research and find out what this
plant was. I learned that it was a nasty invasive non-
native plant and decided that I did not want it on my
property at all! 

I tried various strategies to remove the plant and
found that the most successful one was to cut the shoots
off just below the soil surface while trying not to disturb
the surrounding soil. I used a sharp spade to do this.
This allowed the native species that were present to
continue to grow undisturbed and stopped the
Phragmites from being able to photosynthesize. 

Photosynthesis is the process in the green parts of
the plant by which the plant converts the sun’s energy
into chemical energy (sugar) that it needs for growth.
Without the capability of photosynthesis, the roots can-
not grow. By continually removing the green shoots, the
rhizomes eventually are depleted of energy and die.

This strategy is not effective overnight. It requires
persistence! It took about 4 years to get the established
patch of Phragmites on my property under control. Like
any weed, it requires continued surveillance and
removal of stray seedlings that regrow each spring.
Once control is established, this actually takes very lit-
tle time.

BY MARY JANE PRICE

Report on Council

Controlling Phragmites –
a Cottager Reports Success

BY LYNN SHORT

See REPORT ON COUNCIL...page 14
See PHRAGMITES...page 6
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can be either land applied or land-filled.
TC: Which system most completely eliminates phar-

maceuticals from the septage?
NW: Any of the options explored would be as effective

as Midland or Penetanguishene or any other municipal
treatment facilities. There are no systems, other than incin-
eration, that completely eliminate pharmaceuticals from
septage or sewage.

TC: One of the objections to shipping outside Tiny is
lack of control over costs associated with facilities outside
of Tiny. Would joint ownership of a facility with another
municipality alleviate this difficulty and do you know of
any examples of such an arrangement?

NW: A joint facility would provide some level of cost
control if an agreement were reached based on a rate. A
joint facility does not however guarantee the lowest cost
option. The Chatsworth biodigester is a good example of
a joint facility but they seem to be experiencing some
operational challenges.

TC: If a facility is built in Tiny, will outside septage be
trucked in?

NW: This hasn’t been discussed but may be a cost
recovery option. (Interesting to note that Tiny currently
land applies septage from other municipalities without
compensation.)

TC: Is it possible for Council to choose something “in
Tiny” other than that recommended by Burnside – e.g.
lagoons rather than reed beds ? 

NW: Yes something other than reed beds could be
chosen. At this point R. J. Burnside have recommended
the reed beds based on their evaluation but if there is
desire by Council to revisit the evaluation based on differ-
ent criteria or weightings, that could be done. This would
need to be discussed with the Project Advisory Committee
and new information presented to the public.

We would like to thank Anne Eagan, Project Manager,
R. J. Burnside who offered input to these answers and clar-
ified other points for this article.

It has taken the better part of two years for the larger
community to become somewhat engaged with this huge
infrastructure project decision which will have a significant
effect – social, environmental, financial – on everyone. We
encourage everyone to watch for the announcement of
future Public Information Centre (PIC) meetings, to visit the
Septage Management Study section on the Township web-
site, to talk to your Councillor, to become informed !  

Here’s a quick look at the timeline of the process which
started back in 2010.

July 26, 2010 – Eight proposals submitted for Septage
EA (Environmental Assessment) Study

August 9, 2010 – R. J. Burnside awarded Phase 1 & 2
for $87,000 (previous Council)

January 11, 2011 – R. J. Burnside presented compre-
hensive plan to Council

February 14, 2011 - Notice of Study Commencement -
Septage Management Class EA Study (an approved plan-
ning process for municipal infrastructure projects as out-
lined in the Ontario EA Act)

April 29, 2011 – Council establishes Terms of
Reference for Project Advisory Committee (PAC)

Composition of PAC
Three appointed Tiny residents - Myron Humeniuk,

Jurgen Pape, Keith Robillard 
Councillor Nigel Warren - Chair
Councillor Gibb Wishart - Alternate Chair
Study Team
Representatives from each of the Ministry of the

Environment, the Ministry of Agriculture and the Severn
Sound Environmental Association

Township Staff – CAO/Clerk, Manager of Public Works
and Engineering Technologist

Chief Roland Monague (or designate), Beausoleil First
Nation

R. J. Burnside – 2 staff members plus advisors as
required

Mandate of PAC
- to be a forum for more in-depth study of key issues,

concerns or solutions, and to provide advice to the Study
Team. 

- to provide an informed perspective from their con-
stituents and assist the Study Team in developing an under-
standing of relevant issues.

NOTE: There have been six PAC meetings from May
13, 2011 to May 7, 2013, all open to the public.

June 25, 2011  PIC #1 (Public Information Centre)
The purpose of PIC #1 was to introduce the study, and

provide an opportunity to review and comment on the

study scope and background information for the study. 
October 15, 2011 PIC #2
The purpose of PIC #2 was to provide an opportunity

to comment on the alternative solutions being considered
to address the problem, as well as the criteria for evaluat-
ing these alternatives.

Alternate solutions include a) do nothing, b) construct
sewer system and full sewage treatment plant, c) contract
for disposal at regional waste water treatment plants, d)
construct a full sewage treatment works, e) construct a par-
tial sewage treatment works.

April 21, 2012 PIC #3
The purpose of PIC #3 was to provide an opportunity

to comment on the evaluation of alternative solutions and
the preferred solution being considered to address the
problem.

The preferred alternative solution recommended by R.
J. Burnside – construct a septage treatment facility within
the Township, with full treatment of solids and liquids.

August 13, 2012 – Council noted that Phase 2 is com-
plete and prepared a resolution to accept the recommend-
ed solution. Costs to date $125,971 (4-1, Millar opposed).

November 26, 2012 – R. J. Burnside presented scope
and consulting costs of Phases 3 & 4 to Council; ($276,139
plus sub contracting between $95,000 and $133,000).

January 14, 2013 – Council awarded Phase 3 & 4 to R.
J. Burnside (4-0, Millar absent) .

June 1, 2013 PIC #4
At the fourth PIC, the public had an opportunity to

review and provide comments on the evaluation of design
alternatives for the septage treatment facility, including an
evaluation of available treatment technologies and the pro-

posed methodology for the site selection process.

The preferred design alternative (see Burnside graphic
above) recommended by R. J. Burnside is reed beds (for
separation and treatment of solids through natural com-
posting) with constructed wetland (for further treatment of
liquids) and surface discharge.

June 24, 2013 - Motion by Mayor Millar to expand
scope of Septage study (defeated 2-3, opposed Lawrence,
Claire, Warren).

September 9, 2013 – Due to an earlier deficit of full
information, Council unanimously agreed.

- to re-open the discussion of partnering with neigh-
bouring municipalities,

- to place preliminary site identification draft mapping
on the website, and

- to continue with Phase 3 as planned.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
to fund lobbying of Canadian and American governments to 

take action to restore Lake Michigan-Huron-Georgian Bay water levels
WE CAN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR HELP!

YES…I WANT TO HELP…
HERE IS MY DONATION FOR THIS EFFORT!

Enclosed is my cheque for $ …………………..

Name(s)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address (permanent)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address (summer residence)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Telephone (      )  . . . . . . . . . . Summer Telephone (     )  . . . . . . . . E-mail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Please make cheque(s) payable to:

http://www.restoreourwater.com On Facebook: RestoreOurWaterLevels and on Twitter: RestoreOurWater

or to:

Sierra Club Canada Foundation, 
Great Lakes Section,   
One Nicholas Street, Suite 412B
Ottawa, ON  K1N 7B

FoTTSA, 
42 Haselmere Rd.   
Toronto, ON
M4N 1X6

Solids Separation and Treatment Liquid Treatment and Disposal

1. Geotubes A. Onsite liquid treatment plant
and surface discharge

2. Reed beds B. Onsite liquid treatment plant
and subsurface discharge

3. Aerated lagoons C. Onsite liquid treatment plant,
storage lagoon and spray irrigation

4. Anaerobic digester D. Constructed wetland and sur-
face discharge

5. Composting E. Constructed wetland and sub-
surface discharge

SEPTAGE...continued from the front page
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Once I realized that it is possible to control
Phragmites, I began encouraging my neighbours to
remove their Phragmites and leave the native plants to
grow. Many of them took on the project of controlling
the plants on their property and have been successful.
The remaining native plants slowly out-compete the
Phragmites and keep the soil (sand) stable. Since
Phragmites thrives best in disturbed soil, it is not easy
for it to invade the areas of established native plants.

This is a letter that I received from a resident (a
retired doctor) whose property is down the beach from
mine and who has been working at controlling
Phragmites for the past three summers.

Thanks Lynn,
I simply followed your advice ! 
As I explained to my 8 year old grandson - this is an

example of a 'controlled clinical trial' where different
approaches to the problem are examined.
Unfortunately, most medical strategies used in clinical
trials do NOT have the same degree of effectiveness.
For the past month, I have not been able to find more
than a couple of stray pieces of phragmites on our
property. I am convinced that the key is to stop the
energy source (photosynthesis) of the phragmites before
it gets established and allow the natural plant life to
thrive. It takes only about five or ten minutes each time
we come up to the cottage this year and the result is
quite amazing (I agree!).

Thanks for your help with it.  

Some residents, although they would like to remove
the plant from their property, found that digging out the
established patch on their property was too daunting a
task. 

For the past three summers, I have been organizing
summer students on the beach who are hired by the
individual residents to use the removal technique that I
described above. We begin the removal of the plants in
mid-July and continue until mid-August. Since we can
only come to each property once, we strategically time
the removal to do the most damage to the plant. The
goal is to remove the shoots after most of the energy that
was stored in the rhizomes the previous fall, is used up
in this year’s growth and before the plant begins to
flower. Removal of the shoots at this time prevents seed
production and causes the plant to use its reserve ener-
gy to grow new shoots thus weakening the rhizomes.
With time, the plant will become more sparse and eas-
ier to control.

What is really exciting is that the properties that
have had the plants removed this way are starting to
show more plant diversity and the animals are return-
ing. Below is a note that I received from a property
owner who has been removing Phragmites for 3 years.
The first year, the Phragmites on the property was so
thick that it was difficult to walk through.

Lynn,
Yes, the beach is looking really nice - I was out yes-

terday late afternoon taking photos of the various flow-
ers - quite an assortment - some very small and barely
noticeable unless one is very low to the ground. We are
amazed by the diversity of the plants and their beauty.

The key to controlling the Phragmites on the beach
is to be persistent about selectively removing the green
shoots as often as is practical throughout the summer
without disturbing the soil and to preserve the native
species that are growing between the Phragmites
shoots. Encouraging the native biodiversity of the beach
will make it a much healthier place for all living things.
We should be good stewards of our beach properties
and preserve this special beach ecosystem for genera-
tions to come.

PHRAGMITES...continued from page 4

Native growth thriving after removal of phragmites

Lady’s Tresses
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Ontario governments are onside. The effort needs to move
across the border and you can help make that happen.

Note that in Milwaukee at the recent Great Lakes
Commission annual meeting, there was a panel on water
levels for the first time. The Chair of Restore Our Water
International was on that panel and the discussion in front
of state, provincial and federal leaders greatly increased
the attention level of all the government agencies repre-
sented there.

Government leaders are asking for a solution to the
Michigan/Huron/Georgian Bay low levels problems.
ROWI has the solution and is helping the USACE to obtain
needed funding.  There is no viable solution to raising our
water levels other than the structures the USACE wants to
put in the St. Clair River.  The USACE’s development of the
best design option and their subsequent cost/ benefit anal-
ysis are the essential next steps. Only that report will result
in U.S. government support for the St. Clair River solution
for finally restoring our water levels. 

WOLF...continued from page 3

St. Clair River dredging:
In 1962, dredging of the St Clair riverbed was under-

taken to further deepen the river for navigational purpos-
es. At the time, the Canadian and U.S. government
authorized the building of compensating structures in the
river to offset the lake lowering effects in Huron Michigan
-but they were not installed.

Ten years later:
After ten years of bickering between Canada and the

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) over the
hydraulic impact of compensating structures, the U.S.
withdrew their funding – but not the authorization. The
U.S. Army Corps have recently confirmed that authoriza-
tion is outstanding and that compensation measures were
to go in the St. Clair River as a condition of the 1962
dredging.

Ongoing erosion:
The riverbed became more unstable and is now sub-

ject to increasing erosion for several reasons. A natural
sand and gravel bar across the river has been mined for
sand and gravel over the years. The hard core surface of
the riverbed has been removed by several dredging oper-
ations.  A lot of sand has been trapped and removed from
the Lake Huron shore which reduces the sand available
to flow down the river and settle on the riverbed, which
enables faster and more corrosive water-flow.

And now:
The International Joint Commission (IJC) and our gov-

ernments have acknowledged that we've lost almost 20
inches due to a combination of dredging and erosion –
16 inches due to the 1930s and earlier dredging and sand
and gravel mining plus the 1962 dredging, and another
four inches because of the erosion. And in a report to
both governments this Spring, the IJC advised them to
examine structural means of reducing the conveyance
capacity in the St. Clair River to restore Michigan-Huron
levels by up to 10 inches.

But first:
Sections of the river that are eroding must be identi-

fied and covered with rock rubble. As well, USACE must
complete its review of St. Clair River flow data and depth

profiling. This involves a lot of data collection and math-
ematical modeling. They also have to undertake a
detailed environmental impact study and a comprehen-
sive cost benefit analysis -- and finally place compensat-
ing structures or sills in the river to slow the outflow. 

Cost of Doing Nothing:
Some estimate that the cost of doing nothing is over a

billion dollars. 
The ecological impacts are huge and aren’t easily

evaluated. Fish spawning grounds are drying up; exposed
shorelines are being taken over by a huge invasive reed,
phragmites australis; our rapidly deteriorating ecosystem
is causing die-offs of fish and waterfowl and massive
algal blooms.

The economic impacts are more obvious. The tourism
industry is suffering. Dried-up wetlands are decimating
the recreational fishery; many marinas are high and dry
and require expensive dredging to stay in business; ferries
are being grounded; water systems and docks require
repairs.  Real estate values are in decline. Some cottages,
boathouses and docks are stranded and require expen-
sive repair. Sandy beaches are becoming rocky and full
of weeds.

And the shipping industry is forced to light-load their
vessels in order to navigate some of the shallower stretch-
es, a huge expense for that industry. If the channels
become unnavigable, the economic impact to the entire
region is huge.

Costs and Funding:
An unofficial estimate of the costs of introducing sills as

authorized in the 1962 bi-national agreement is approxi-
mately $200-$300 million. If you consider this cost, spread
out over several years and shared by both countries, it is still
much less than the cost of doing nothing.

However the river has changed since 1962 so that
new structure designs need to be considered. The USACE
have some money to start their analysis.  But the U.S.
Senate and Congress need to become engaged and con-
sider the costs in their budget deliberations as does the
Canadian government.  It is essential to keep this issue in
the forefront, to keep things focused and moving forward. 

Water Levels Background
Georgian Bay then and now from Christian Island
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A series of Giant Hogweed sightings have occurred
recently in Orillia and Severn Township and this invasive
weed has been seen in Tiny on the 12th concession.

Giant Hogweed is a perennial plant and a member of
the carrot family. It is a garden ornamental from Asia that
is naturalizing in North America and becoming more com-
mon in southern and central Ontario. Giant Hogweed has
the potential to spread readily and grows along roadsides,
ditches and streams. It invades old fields and native habi-
tats such as open woodlands. By forming dense stands,
Giant Hogweed can displace native plants and reduce
wildlife interests.

The Giant Hogweed looks like a massive Queen's
Anne Lace.  It grows between 8 and 14 feet tall; the leaves
are sharply lobed; the stem is ridged with purple blotches
and coarse hairs; the flower is a white umbel between 12
and 20 inches wide. One flower head can produce thou-
sands of plants. Cow parsnip and wild parsnip are similar
but somewhat smaller.

The clear watery sap of Giant Hogweed contains toxins

that can cause severe skin inflammation. You can get
severe burns if the sap gets on your skin and is then
exposed to sunlight. Initially the skin colours red and starts
itching. Then painful blisters form within 48 hours.
Purplish scars may form that last for many years. Eye con-
tact with the sap has been reported to cause temporary
blindness. Coming in contact with cow parsnip and wild
parsnip can cause similar but milder reactions.

The Ministry of Natural Resources suggests consulting
a professional to remove the plant. If attempting to remove
it yourself, wear complete protective clothing and eye pro-
tection and choose an overcast day.  Flower heads should
be removed before they ripen (ie when they are still white)
and dried in a sealed bag in direct sunlight. Allow stems
and roots to dry out thoroughly before disposal. The MNR
requests that individuals report giant hogweed sightings to
their local municipality and to the Invading Species
Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 or at
www.invadingspecies.com.

BY LINDA ANDREWS

BY LINDA ANDREWS

Giant Hogweed: A Potentially
Injurious Invador

www.tinycottager.org

Georgian Bay water levels have experienced several
unusual, rapid fluctuations this summer. This is a phe-
nomenon known as a seiche or locally, a slosh.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers defines a seiche as a
‘standing wave oscillation of an enclosed waterbody that
continues, pendulum fashion, after the cessation of the origi-
nating force, which may have been either seismic or atmo-
spheric’.

Sustained high winds from one direction (or for that mat-
ter an earthquake) can push the water in the lake from one
side to the other, making the level drop on one side and rise
on the other. The wave then moves back in the opposite
direction, and this may continue for a number of cycles.

A seiche, which is a French word meaning “to sway back
and forth”, has to occur in an enclosed body of water such as
a lake, bay or gulf. The standing waves slosh back and forth
between the shores of the lake basin. 

Lakes usually have characteristic periods of oscillation,
related to the water depth, number of nodes and the cross-
basin distance over which the seiche moves. On the Great
Lakes the period between seiche peaks ranges from minutes
to more than eight hours, depending on the location where
the seiche forms. The typical seiche across Lake Erie has a
period of around 14 hours. For other lakes, the period is
shorter, for example, in Lake Champlain in upstate New York,
4 hours; Scotland's Loch Ness, about 30 minutes.

Most seiches on the Great Lakes are small and not dan-
gerous.  But some seiches force ships to wait or dock in a har-
bor until the seiche has finished and it is safe to depart.
Sometimes strong rip currents accompany a seiche, causing
dangerous water fluctuations and movements of abnormal
currents. 

There have been a few very large seiches on the Great
Lakes. They can occur very quickly: on July 13, 1995, a big
seiche on Lake Superior caused the water level to fall and
then rise again by three feet (one meter) within fifteen min-
utes, leaving some boats hanging from the docks on their
mooring lines when the water retreated. The same storm sys-
tem produced a similar effect in Lake Huron, in which the

water level at Port Huron changed by six feet (1.8 m) over
two hours. Lake Erie is particularly prone to wind-caused
seiches because of its shallowness and elongation. Southwest
winds can lead to extreme seiches of up to 5 m (16 feet)
between the ends of the lake. 

Interestingly, there are reports from French and British
explorers of unusual daily fluctuations on the Great Lakes in
their travels during the early1600s.

Georgian Bay can offer many fascinating surprises – keep
a watch out for the next seiche.

Sources: Michigan State U. Department of Geography

Seiche or Slosh?
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One of my favourite pastimes is researching early Tiny
Township pioneers.   Hugh Fitzpatrick was a shoemaker in
the village of Wyebridge roughly between the years 1868
and 1872.  He would visit people in their homes, measure
their feet if they wanted shoes, and later deliver them.
Fitzpatrick and his family were descended from United
Empire Loyalists, who had emigrated from Smithtown
County in Ireland to the United States during the American
Revolutionary War and moved north to Ontario after the
war was over.  

Hugh’s parents were Hugh (1809-1878) and Margaret
Ross (1807-1845) Fitzpatrick.  This Hugh had a second
wife, Catherine Grant who was a 1st cousin of Ulysses S.
Grant, the 18th president of the United States.

By 1881 we know that Hugh and his family had left
Wyebridge and were living in Nottawasaga Township.
Hugh (1838-1908) and his wife Mary Elizabeth Harriot
(1841-1908) had at least ten children.  Their fourth child,
Eva Marion, was born June 4, 1864, and married John
Milne.  The Milnes lived in Michigamme, Michigan and
had eight children.  The Milnes played a big part in their
town’s musical life.  John and Eva played – he the violin,
she the piano - and they toured the area in an old-fash-
ioned vaudevillian show.  The kids learned to sing, dance
and play various instruments.

By 1911, they had moved to Superior, Wisconsin.  A
man named Frank Avent Gumm rented a room from them
there.   He married their daughter Ethel Marion (born Nov.
7, 1893).  It was said that he was so taken with “her eyes,
so dark that they were almost black, as sharp as a winter’s
wind”.  After they were married, Frank and Ethel moved to
Grand Rapids, Minnesota.  They had three daughters, and
as the girls grew they performed in the family’s two the-
aters.  In 1926 the family moved to California.  Their
youngest child Frances Ethel Gumm, born June 10,1922,
was a veteran performer by the age of five.  And now the
story gets more interesting, because by the age of 12, “the
little girl with the big voice” had changed her name to Judy
Garland, and the next year, in 1935, she signed a contract
with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and was on her way to world-
wide fame.  

In 1939, she starred in one of the greatest movies of all
time, “The Wizard of Oz.”  Judy is remembered for wear-
ing bright ruby slippers or shoes in the movie.  Because of
their iconic stature, they are now among the most trea-
sured of any film memorabilia.  More than one pair was
worn during the filming, and in 2000, a single pair sold for
$666,000.  The shoes were made of white silk, dyed red,
with 2,300 burgundy sequins sewn on.  (This was to take
advantage of the Technicolor film process that was used in
the Oz sequences.  In L. Frank Baum’s novel, The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz, Judy’s character Dorothy wore
silver shoes.)

Eva Fitzpatrick Milne, Judy’s grandmother, lived with
her until her death in October, 1949.  I wonder if Eva ever
told Judy about living in Wyebridge? Or about the shoe
connection?

And wouldn’t it be interesting if someone has a pair of
shoes stored in their attic that was made by Judy Garland’s
great-grandfather!  Perhaps the Historical Committee of
Tiny should invite Liza Minnelli, Judy Garland’s daughter,
to visit Wyebridge to see where her roots began so long
ago.

BY BONNIE REYNOLDS

The Movie Star with a 
Wyebridge Connection 

Monarch Butterflies –
The News is 
Not All Bad!

BY BERNARD MCNAMARA

There are many theories regarding the causes of the
decline in Monarch numbers, but as the Roman orator
Cicero said, "where ignorance exists, theories abound." 

It is a fact that there are fewer Monarchs - and milk-
weed plants  - in Southern Ontario than there used to be. 

Fortunately, however, there is no threat of extinction.
Their territory is too large: it includes Australia and the
South Pacific. Saskatchewan has been reporting more than
usual.

The common milkweed is absolutely essential to the
Monarch. It is the only plant where it will lay its eggs. The
Monarch caterpillars feed on the leaves, and stems support
the chrysalis.  The current scarcity of the plant is blamed
on last year's drought and on herbicides. Indiscriminate
spraying affects flowering plants, which produce the nectar
essential for the adults. However, we have had worse
droughts before, and the development of Monsanto's new
pest-resistant seeds, the growth of the organic food indus-
try, and municipal spraying restrictions have greatly
reduced the amount of spraying.  Paradoxically, the use of
ethanol in gasoline, intended to reduce pollution, has
greatly increased the acreage of corn and other feedstock
planted, which has reduced the area available to milk-
weeds. In Ontario, milkweed is certified as noxious, as it is
poisonous to cattle and it contaminates wheat crops. It is
the landowner's responsibility to eradicate it, although it is
allowed in gardens where it can be contained. 

In Mexico, deforestation has been blamed for destroy-
ing the Monarchs’ hibernating habitat, but for years now
the government has controlled this, and it is estimated that
within 10 years the forests will have completely recovered.
It would appear that excessive eco-tourism is a worse
threat.  Farmers who consider Monarchs a pest are also
spraying them with pesticide. 

Point Pelee is on a major migration corridor, and in the
fall, so many Monarchs congregate to shorten the hop
across Lake Erie that tree branches are bent down.
Unfortunately, this path has been disrupted by a forest of
giant wind turbines.

The migration cycle is not really understood. Starting in
the spring, it takes three generations of butterflies to make
the 4000 km. trek from Mexico to Canada. Nobody knows
how they find their way.  The fourth generation is different
in that they do not lay eggs, but fatten up on nectar, head
all the way to Mexico in one trip, hibernate at high eleva-
tions, and wake up and mate in February.  It is their off-
spring that begin the long trek back.

There are groups in the United States, in cooperation
with farmers and schools, who are trying to establish a
feeding corridor all the way to Canada.  People who grow
butterfly gardens can help out. A good source of informa-
tion, if you’re interested, is http://www.naturecanada.ca,
where you can click on "take action" and "create a
Monarch-friendly garden."

A final theory is that the scarcity is caused by the U.S.
"no fly" list…
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Strong Community Commitments 
Are Building You a Strong Hospital

BY JOHN LISTER

After many years of planning, the Province of Ontario
gave Georgian Bay General Hospital (GBGH) the green
light last spring to start Phase One construction on the
much needed Emergency Department redevelopment and
expansion project.

The existing Emergency Department (ED) was designed
in 1976 to accommodate 18,000 patient visits per year. As
the North Simcoe population has grown, especially in the
summers, so has the pressure on the Emergency
Department and today, the ED sees more than 45,000
patients a year with nowhere to go but up as the needs of
the community continue to grow. 

The Province of Ontario has put in place a rigorous
approval process for projects such as this. Not only does it
need proof that a capital expansion is necessary, it must
see strong financial commitments from the community in
order to give approval and award government funding.

GBGH was fortunate that so many individuals and
organizations stepped up to the plate, pledging more than
$2.1 million towards the total $5 million cost of Phase
One.   These funds came through commitments, or
pledges to making annual gifts over three to five consecu-
tive years, through the GBGH Foundation. FoTTSA
through its members have been an important part of this
success and over the past 10 years has contributed a total
of $175,000 to the Foundation. 

Phase One of the ED expansion will add 6,000 square
feet of treatment area, including a new trauma room, addi-
tional triage space and treatment rooms, as well as
increased privacy and security for patients. But Phase One
is only part of the story: additional improvements are need-
ed, and planned. 

With Phase One well under way, the Foundation has
now turned its focus to raising the final $1.7 million need-
ed towards the $8 million cost for Phase Two/Three, which
will add a new ambulance garage and refit the expanded
space created in Phase One with the existing area to make
a cohesive department.

This past summer, after the North Simcoe community
stepped up to the plate once again with initial pledges of
$810,000 towards the $1.7 million dollar goal, GBGH
received the go ahead from the Province for the final two
phases as well as the much needed provincial funds to
make them a reality.

Ongoing financial support from the North Simcoe
communities served by GBGH means it will remain a
strong community hospital able to fulfill its mission of pro-
viding exceptional care, to every person, every time.

As the summer cottage season of 2013 winds up and
shoreline communities ready their homes for the chill of
the next six months, several shoreline community associa-
tions continue raising money on behalf of the Georgian
Bay General Hospital Foundation and other local charities
under the banner of the Tiny Cottager Challenge. 

The significant seasonal population swell of summer
strains the service capacity of our community hospital and
government funding does not compensate any hospital for
seasonal and daily visitors who may require emergency
hospital attention.

FoTTSA hopes to initiate a ten year fundraising plan
that will significantly increase the financial support to our
local hospital. This proposal is both necessary and achiev-

able through imaginative fund raising activities such as golf
tournaments, silent auctions, wine socials, cheese &
cheque parties, 50/50 community draws just to name a
few ideas. When called upon to participate in the Tiny
Cottager Challenge, let’s all give generously to meet the
growing needs of this valuable resource.

In addition to the Tiny Cottager Challenge, many of
our community members and their associations donate
generously and wish to remain anonymous and separate
from the FoTTSA donation banner.  In the end it’s the result
that counts.  Supporting our Georgian Bay General
Hospital means a safer and healthier community.

The Tiny Cottager Challenge – 2013
BY RICHARD GOULD
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Great Lakes Week 2013
BY CATHERINE VANDERHEYDEN

Great Lakes Week, recently held in Milwaukee, is a
collaborative effort among diverse stakeholders, including
public officials, media, business and industry leaders, tribal
members, sportsmen, academics and citizens, to discuss
critical Great Lakes issues and raise consciousness about
the problems. It attracts close to 700 individuals.

The Week includes meetings and conferences of the
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition, the Great
Lakes Commission, the International Joint Commission
(IJC) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The week’s proceedings were broadcast by Detroit
Public Television and you can audit them now at
http://tinyurl.com/mdgf9uf

The feature session was the First Binational Public
Forum under the new Great Lakes Water Quality
Agreement (GLWQA). The governments of Canada and
the U.S. together with the IJC presented for discussion and
public comment the State of the Lakes 2008-2011 report.
This included recent accomplishments, assessment of
progress, report of the parties, proposed priorities for bina-
tional science and priorities for binational action.

Day one was a review of the new amended Water
Quality Agreement, followed by a presentation on the state
of the lakes that assessed water quality, aquatic-dependent
life, landscape, swimming, drinking and fishing.

“Water quality” measures the nutrients (mainly phos-
phorus), toxic chemicals (PCB and DDT), contaminants in
fish and waterbirds. The assessment was that while overall
water quality is in fair condition, it is deteriorating due to
increasing algal blooms.

“Aquatic-dependent life” measures the health of specif-
ic species, for example walleye, lake trout and
crayfish.  This marker is in fair condition but deteriorating
due to invasive species that are changing the food web.

“Landscapes and natural process” studies aquatic habi-
tat connectivity (dams), forest cover, and tributary flashi-
ness  (reversing flow in streams).  Lake levels were dis-
cussed in this category.  This category is generally consid-
ered to be in fair condition and improving.  (Note however
that the data was collected only until 2010.)  Climate
change was cited as the main cause for Lake Huron being
below its usual levels. 

Look at the number of dams around Huron and
Georgian Bay.  Great impact. Several dam mitigation pro-
jects occurring throughout the basin are restoring connec-
tivity between aquatic habitats.

Lastly, they looked at swimming quality, measured by
the data on beach closures; whether fish caught in the
Great Lakes can be safely eaten where  advisories persist;
and drinking water quality, which is considered good.

The second day focused on binational priorities:
1. Areas of concern
2. Lake-wide management
3. Chemicals of mutual concern
4. Nutrients
5. Discharge from vessels
6. Aquatic and invasive species
7. Habitat and species
8. Groundwater

9. Climate change impacts
10. Science
Citizens expressed many concerns with nuclear plants,

specifically their waste practices, transport of waste and
iridium levels.  Other concerns were voiced regarding
chlorides, endocrine disrupters, and crude oil transport.

The Binational Partnership Yearly Report was more cur-
rent.

It listed accomplishments in watersheds along the
shores and improvement to spawning habitats, although
low water levels are creating more challenges. Low water
levels are seen as a result of changes in water supplies,
varying precipitation and less ice cover which in turn
allows greater evaporation.

The binational approach will be to continue to monitor
climate trends and use adaptive management as an effec-
tive means to address future conditions.

Healing Our Waters - Great Lakes Coalition presented
many interesting topics including sewage and storm water
runoff, fracking, invasive weed management, Asian carp
and the oil pipeline that lies on the floor of Lake Michigan.
Some of these topics were specific to Milwaukee, but
could be shared and adapted in cities all around the Great
Lakes.

The IJC's Great Lakes Triennial Meeting focused on the
Lake Erie Ecosystem Priority (LEEP) report that was released
in August. LEEP was created to provide recommendations
regarding the harmful algal blooms that are a recurring
problem in the Western basin of Lake Erie. 

The week was very busy, very informative and
although I did not see or hear others viewing the lake levels
of Lake Huron and Georgian Bay as a pressing priority,
there were many back room meetings happening all
around.

It was encouraging to see so much sincere effort and
progress on the quality of the water in the Great
Lakes.  The opportunity to share knowledge and speak first
hand with experts in their respective fields was invaluable.

All that said, when the Americans presented their top-
ics, the focus was on dollars, how much it will cost to fix
it, the cost not to fix it, the amount of grants, the amount
raised, the ongoing costs, the cost to businesses  -- dollars
are the driving force behind every project.  The govern-
ment officials drove home the importance of voice and
numbers; they said repeatedly that the power of the people
around the Great Lakes has become very large and the
politicians cannot ignore that many people.  These are
important lessons and Canadians should take note.
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A Night On The Town –
and other events

BY IRENE WILSON

The Midland Cultural Centre known as the MCC is a
wonderful new asset to our community, thanks to the
vision and generous financial and planning contributions
of the Webber Foundation along with a dedicated group of
volunteers.  The centre is a sleek, sophisticated building
located on the site of the former Roxy Theatre at the corner
of King & Elizabeth Streets in downtown Midland.  This
multi-functional venue showcases both local talent and
attracts world class performers.  Related cultural & artistic
education is provided through the sharing of skills and
experiences via presentations and workshops. This sum-
mer as part of Midland BIA’s Community Bake Sale &
Artisan Market, MCC hosted Midland’s First Annual Butter
Tart Festival which was an overwhelming success!  Who
knew that so many people had a soft spot in their stomachs
for those gooey creations?

There is something for everyone at the new centre.  We
encourage a visit to  Rotary Hall, Quest Art School &
Gallery, Huronia Players Theatre and the Roxy Café. Up to
date information about all the events and also about vol-
unteering opportunities can be found on their website:
www.midlandculturalcentre.com or call 705 527 4420.

Rotary Hall performances cover a broad spectrum
from country & western to classical music, comedy shows,
fundraising galas and interviews with prominent
Canadians.  The hall has excellent acoustics which makes
it an ideal setting for a variety of concerts such as the
Brookside Musical Series. A fascinating ongoing series is
the “Day in the Life”, hosted by Fred Hacker, a well known
retired lawyer.  He has interviewed:  The Martels, Tommy
Hunter, The Honorable David Onley, John Tory, General
Lewis MacKenzie, John Honderich, Douglas John
Cameron and Supreme Court Justice Michael Moldaver.
The next dialogue on October 17th at 7:30 is a Day in the
Life of John Hartman, a Midland native who is a renowned
artist with a worldwide reputation. 

Also coming to Rotary Hall:
Thursday, October 24th –  Brookside Music presents,

Frankly Hank, with Jason Petty, a tribute to legendary
singer and songwriter Hank Williams, 

Saturday, October 26th – 1st Annual Oktoberfest, fea-
turing The Black Forest Band, the #1 Polka Band in
Canada.  Prizes will be awarded for best dressed
Lederhosen or Dirndls.  Free daytime events.

Friday, November 1st – Songwriter’s Showcase @ Café
Roxy featuring Nonie & Eugene and Wendell Ferguson

Saturday, November 2nd – The Big Wigs, Canada’s
best female impersonators, Jodie James, Robin Loren and
Chris Edwards performing at 6:00 pm for ages 13+ and at
9:00 pm for ages 19+, 

Thursday, November 7th- Inside the Music with Lee
Harvey Osmond, 

Friday, November 29th – Inside the Music with
Hawksley Workman, 

December 14th – Scottish-Canadian Tenor John
McDermott presents his 20th Anniversary Tour.

Every Wednesday – 4-6 pm Stellula Music in Schools
program, hosted by Nonie Crete with guest artists; admis-
sion is free.

Quest Art School and Gallery is housed in the front
portion of the MCC and operates the street level gift shop
where you can purchase unique one of a kind gifts or art
supplies. They are open Monday through Saturday. There
are 2 galleries, the Atrium and the Upper Gallery with art
exhibits by member artists and by those from outside the
community.  The shows are changed frequently and art-
work is for sale.  The school runs workshops for both adults
and youth, including the Young Artists’ Programme.

Details are available on their website,  www.questart.ca
Huronia Players is a community theatre group that per-

forms in the new 121 seat auditorium – the Huronia
Players Theatre.  They also run workshops for youth.
Details are available on their website:   

www.huroniaplayers.ca
The following shows are scheduled this season:
November 15-30th: In-laws, Outlaws and Other

People (that Should be Shot)
February 21–March 8th, 2014:  The Cemetery Club
May 23-June 7th, 2014:   I’ll be Back Before Midnight

Huronia Museum Film Series – The museum hosts a 6
film series ($54.00 prepaid), 4 times a year, of internation-
ally acclaimed films and documentaries which are pre-
sented at the Galaxy Theatre in Moutainview Mall on
Wednesdays at 4:30 & 7:30 pm.  Individual tickets are $10
per movie. The fall series includes Blue Jasmine, Hannah
Arendt, and Ginger & Rosa. Check out their website for
more details.   www.huroniamuseum.com/film-series/

Sainte-Marie among the Hurons
Thanksgiving Harvest Festival & Arts and Crafts Show,

October 12-13th -  Enjoy heritage activities for the whole
family including pumpkin decorating, traditional planting,
sampling of historic foods and tea, corn on the cob along
with 45 outstanding artisans.  Culinary fans will appreciate
the special gourmet foods.  Costumed staff will share the
story of the original Jesuit mission.  $8:00 admission, chil-
dren under 5 are free.

First Light, November 28, 29 & 30th:  5:30 – 9:00 pm
- An enchanting evening, as Ste-Marie is lit by 5,000 can-
dles which surround the site with a beautiful amber glow.
Family activities include children’s crafts, historic demon-
strations, cookhouse samples, blacksmithing and a variety
of musical entertainment including Franco-Ontarian folk-
songs, native drumming and singing and local choirs.
Additional parking is available across the road at Doral
Industries with a shuttle service to the site.  $10.00 per per-
son, children under 5 are free.

See www.saintemarieamongthehurons.on.ca

Tiny Township Christmas Tree Lighting: Sunday,
November 24th, at the township offices, 130 Balm Beach
Rd. W.; activities commencing at 3 pm, including a craft
and artisan show with the tree lighting at 7 pm.

Tiny Township Winterama – February 1 & 2, 2014:
details will be available on  www.tiny.ca 

Penetanguishene  66th Winterama – February 14-17,
2014 includes live entertainment, Rotary Polar Plunge &
Parade, Snow Sculpture Contest, Penetang Idol Contest
and various outdoor activities.  

http://winterama.www2.penetanguisheneevents.ca/
Libraries- As a resident of Tiny Township, you are enti-

tled to a free membership in one of the three neighbouring
libraries: Midland Public Library, corner of King &
Elizabeth S.; Penetanguishene Public Library, 24 Simcoe
St, just off Main St. and Springwater Township Public
Library, branches in Elmvale, Midhurst and Minnesing.
Proof of residence, such as a tax bill is required when you
register your membership.  All three have user friendly
websites which list the various services and activities.

Dinner & Music: Local restaurants that have live music
on Friday & Saturday nights, often provided by local enter-
tainers are:  Flynn’s Traditional Irish Pub, 96 Main St.,
Penetang, 705-355-4782 and The Library Restaurant, 526
Hugel Ave. Midland, 705-528-0100.  For a younger danc-
ing crowd, try LOT 102, 837 King St., Midland 705-526-
9847.

Curling: Penetang Curling Club, 8 Owen St., 705-549-

8981 and Midland Curling Club, 474 King St. 705-526-
5631, have organized curling leagues for all ages and abil-
ities.

For the 50+: Tiny has three seniors’ centres that host a
broad range of activities including card games, socials,
seasonal celebrations, dances and  classes in fitness, yoga
and crafts.  

Le Club de l’Age d’Or, 333 rue Lafontaine Rd. W,
Lafontaine, 705-533-0998 

Georgian Shores Swinging Seniors Club at “The
Place”, 300 Balm Beach Rd. W. Balm Beach, 705-526-
5074

Bayshore Seniors Citizens Club, 2000 Tiny Beaches
Rd. S., Woodland Beach, 705-361-1331

Most of the above venues post up to date notices in the
Midland Mirror, which is generally delivered for no charge
in Tiny Township:  705-527-5500



was more important to get the job done right rather than
done fast. He mentioned that he would be happy to
approach municipalities with senior staff to determine if
there is an interest. 

Ultimately Council agreed unanimously “that Mayor
Millar, Councillor Warren as the Chair of the Septage EA
Project Advisory Committee and appropriate senior staff
meet with administration of other County municipalities
to discuss the accommodation of Township of Tiny sep-
tage for the purpose of exploring the potential of further
detailed information to Phase ll of the Septage
Management  Class EA – Alterative Option 3 – Contract
to Haul Septage to Treatment Facilities in other
Municipalities”.

Also they directed Burnside to continue the EA Phase
3 up to the cost of completion for a ‘built in Tiny’ septage
solution. They voted to place the preliminary site identi-
fication draft mapping on the website and agreed to con-
tact Infrastructure Ontario to determine what, if any,
opportunities exist to partner with them.

Parking
Initially Council instructed staff to review the imple-

mentation of a Township wide parking policy and report
back to Council before the 2014 Budget discussion. The
policy will review the feasibility of implementing a
Township wide Parking by Permit (or pay parking tickets)
only in designated areas as well as the issues of overnight
parking and winter snow routes. In the interim, all urgent
issues (substandard narrow streets and roads) would be
addressed in an expeditious manner.  

In further discussions it was suggested that the report
include the state of the roads and whether they need
widening. There are 430 km. of roads and a large per-
centage have fire access issues. 

Beach Access
Due to the lower water levels, there is a pressing need

to provide a standard authorization procedure to allow
shoreline property owners access to their property for
emergency repairs to or installation of wells or septics
while protecting the integrity of the beach area.
Councillor Wishart suggested that because of the low
water levels perhaps Council should be more lenient in
granting access if deemed appropriate by the Manager of
Public Works, Hank Blom. Mayor Millar wondered if
Tiny shouldn’t have a list of authorized contractors who
have demonstrated a respect for the dunes and beach
and can post a performance bond. Blom mentioned that
the placing of bonds can be cumbersome and if the pro-
cess is too onerous the contractors will simply ignore the
official channels.  

The Ministry of Natural Resources has given permis-
sion in certain low water cases to dredge and to use
machinery to move rocks in order to make it safer for
boating.

Staff have been instructed to draft a revision to the
current Beach Access Permit policy.  The revision would
permit access with a security deposit of a minimum of
$500. This would cover situations where corrective mea-
sures have to be undertaken by the Township. If correc-
tive actions are necessary there would be a full cost
recovery including the time spent to complete all correc-
tive and administrative work. If warranted due to difficult
terrain, drainage works or other features, staff would
increase the required deposit. A pre and post construc-
tion site inspection fee of $175 could be charged to
recover costs of site visits.  Staff will review existing legal
opinions to ensure compliance with applicable legisla-
tion and existing by-laws to ensure enforceability of ille-
gal or unapproved access. [we assumed this was only to
do with publically-owned beaches. -ed.]

Places to Grow Implementation Fund
Staff is working with the Township Planning

Consultant to submit a ‘Places to Grow’ Implementation
Fund application to the Ministry of Infrastructure for
funding to complete a Growth Management Study. This
study would review options for accommodating future
population and employment growth in Tiny. The study is
required to determine if there are sufficient lands within
the designated settlement areas to accommodate future
growth and to determine the best options for settlement
area boundary expansion. The study would also consider
if there are areas within existing settlement areas that
should be precluded from development due to environ-
mental, servicing or other constraints. The study would
provide a strategic long range growth plan for Tiny and
would be an input to the Township’s Official Plan review. 

Lafontaine Beach Park, Beach Water Quality
Improvement

A feasibility study completed February 2011 by
Coldwater Consulting for the Township examined
whether or not changes to the groynes at Lafontaine
Beach Park could assist in improving water quality.
Historically, the Ministry of Natural Resources issued per-
mits to build groynes but when the lake levels dropped
quickly Lafontaine Beach was left with a wet swamp on
the shoreline. Results indicated that partial or full
removal of one groyne and sediment capping might
improve water quality. No detrimental effects on adja-
cent shorelines were found with sediment transport anal-
ysis. The Department of Fisheries noted that the fish habi-
tat would be relocated not eliminated. With removal and
capping in front of the Park (not private property) there
would be less stagnant shallow water and more area for
swimming and enjoying the beach. 

Staff are moving forward with the partial removal of
one groyne and capping as outlined in the presentation
by Aqua Solutions and Coldwater Consulting Ltd.

REPORT ON COUNCIL...continued from page 4
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210 Melissa Lane
Amazing  Waterfront French Country Chateau

/multiple wood burning fireplaces.

$1,950,000

47-48 West Shore Dr.
2 SPECIAL PLACES/QUALITY WATERFRONT 

FAMILY COMPLEX/THUNDER BCH.

$2,200,000

Lot 7 & Block 14, Silver Birch Dr.
YES WE HAVE GREAT WATER LEVELS IN SOME

AREAS OF SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY!

$1,200,000

1002 Dead End Lane
Delightful all season family cottage 

on 200ft of Watefront

$899,000

36 Scott Lane
Awesome Nottawaga Beach recreational 

waterfront wonder.

$779,000

394 Silver Birch Drive
Immaculate Chalet Style Home/Recreation

Waterfront Escape

$720,000

4 Lackie Crescent
Stunning Upper Canada Post & Beam 

Waterfront Treasure

$1,699,000

2 Blue Lane
Amazing Log Home & Ultimate in Privacy 

and Stunning Vistas

$1,200,000

32 Shoreline Road
Waterfront Recreational Delight
Sandy Beach at Cedar Point

$789,000

189 West Shore Drive
11 Acres. Cape Cod Style, Sandy Beach,

Boathouse/Docks

$789,000

759 Concession 17 E.
550 ft. of Exceptional Waterfront Private

Waterfront Home on Farlain Lake

$569,000

36 Moonlight Court
Panoramic and Spectacular Sunsets

Waterfront 4 Bedroom Home

$569,000

2 Marchildon Rd.
Chic and Cozy 4 Season Beachfront

with modern flair

$389,000

270 Hillcrest Rd.
Treed 60+ Acreage, Walking Trails, 2+ Bed

Farmhouse in Thunder Beach Area

$299,000

390 Silver Birch Drive
Perfect Family 4 bed. all season cottage/
beach,sunsets, dock, marine railway.

$599,000

1399 Champlain Rd.
Private & Immaculate Family Retreat 
with 158ft. of Shoreline and Sunrise

$599,000

1596 Tiny Beaches Rd. N.
Majestic trees adorn this charming renovated

watefront 4 bedroom beach house

$499,000

Cedar Ridge Exclusive Waterfront Lots
YES WE HAVE GREAT WATER LEVELS IN SOME

AREAS OF SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY!

$499,000

2476 Champlain Road
Pride of Ownership. A Jewel: Stunning Home and

Spectacular Waterview

$329,000

153 Moreau Parkway
A Wonderful and Charming Chalet Style 

All Season Getaway

$232,000

1909 Tiny Beaches Road N.
An Exceptional all Brick Country Home and

Deeded Water Access

$349,000

166-167 West Shore Drive
One of a kind waterfront land lease with dock 

and 3 bed. home on road side.

$329,000

Brokerage, # 7 Main Street
Penetanguishene, ON

WWW.SHORESOFTINY.COM

705-533-4151
jmcisaac@csolve.net

GEORGIAN BAY REALTY LTD.

Jeanne McIsaac
Sales Representative

Each Office 

Independently

Owned and

Operated

WWW.SHORESOFTINY.COM
LOTS AND ACREAGE WITH BEACH ACCESS PRICE RANGE $42,900 – $109,000

MLS#20102679 MLS#20111826

MLS#20122321MLS#20132001 MLS#20130674

MLS#20131486 MLS#20131446

MLS#20130412

MLS#20130457 MLS#20131738

MLS#20130714MLS#20111925
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