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Thank You, Judith!

I take great pleasure as your new president in writing
this brief message as we conclude one of the best sum-
mers weatherwise that Tiny has seen for some time.
Somehow it always makes dealing with our many chal-
lenges a bit easier when we have day after day of glorious
summer sun to help brighten our lives.

By way of introduction as your new president, I have
both cottaged and worked in Tiny for the past 62 years
and truly think of it as my home. I have served as a direc-
tor of FoTTSA for over 10 years under the leadership of
our past president Judith Grant. This experience has been
rewarding as we worked hard during those years to make
FoTTSA the responsive community-driven organization it
has become and continues to grow into. Judith’s leader-
ship is a tough act to follow as she has set the bar high. In
my role and under our new structure I am assisted by two
very capable Vice Presidents in Jack Ellis and Richard
Hinton who have demonstrated great support and vision
in their new positions.

I see our main roles going forward as being twofold.
First, we are stewards of our fragile environment, working
alongside and supporting the many excellent environ-
mental groups that continue to do such great tireless work.
They provide strong data and guidance to assist our gov-
ernments in making the best environmental decisions they
can. Secondly, I believe we need to continue to strengthen
our role as community leadership partners. We can work
together assisting our council, their staff and the other
community groups in Tiny to make the best choices and
decisions possible. We all need to work together for the
continued growth of Tiny as a great place to live.

Finally, if there is one thing I have learned during my
10 years at FoTTSA and over 30 years as a director in our
own association, it is that all of these organizations require
a great deal of tireless volunteer work to make them suc-
cessful.  I urge you to reach out and become involved in
your own associations to help them grow stronger. With
your help both they and FoTTSA as the umbrella organi-
zation that collectively represents them will gain better
and broader input to help Tiny continue to be the wonder-
ful place we have come to enjoy.

Federation, and leading it into a broader and deeper real-
ization of its founding purposes and mandate.  Her initia-
tives on water testing, water levels investigations, and envi-
ronmental matters in general stand out, as does her great
work in making The Tiny Cottager a really significant pub-
lication."

It would take a volume longer than Judith's Massey
College history and Robertson Davies bibliography com-
bined to appreciate properly all her efforts and accom-
plishments during her tenure as Federation President, and
to thank her and John adequately for all the personal, fam-
ily and professional time foregone to be devoted instead to
the interests of the Federation and our community.

It says something that, when the time came to list all the
many tasks and responsibilities Judith had routinely per-
formed as President, her workload wound up being divid-
ed among half a dozen individual volunteers, in addition
to the incoming President and Vice Presidents!  All of them
are extremely grateful for Judith's ongoing guidance and
sharing of her experience and insights in her new role as
Past-President, as much as her scholarly work permits.

At this year's summer reception in recognition of all
Federation volunteers, attendees took pleasure in honour-
ing Judith and thanking her for all her efforts on behalf of
our community.  For, if there was one thing which graced
all of Judith's efforts as Federation President, it was her
unfailing recognition and insistence that the shoreline
Associations form a vital and integral part of both the Tiny
and wider local communities.

Some more photos of the reception honouring Judith
are included on page 2.  Whether or not you had the plea-
sure of being there in person to honour Judith, join us now
in raising a glass in a sincere toast of appreciation:  "Thank
you, Judith!"

A quiet changing of the guard took place recently in
Tiny Township.  Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline
Associations President Judith Skelton Grant (Addison
Beach) stepped down after 11 years of dedicated service to
our community in that role.  The new Federation President
is Paul Cowley (Carusoe Bay), ably supported by Vice
Presidents Jack Ellis (Rowntree Beach) and Richard Hinton
(Cawaja Beach).  (Paul’s own words of appreciation for
Judith appear in his “President’s Message” on this page.)

In her typically organized fashion, Judith had advised
the Federation board more than a year ago of her intention
to step down in order to focus her undivided attention on
upcoming deadlines for two projects undertaken with one
of her many other "hats" on, as the recognized pre-eminent
scholar of the life and works of Canadian literary icon
Robertson Davies: a bibliography of Professor Davies'
published works and an official history of the University of
Toronto’s Massey College, of which he was the founding
Master.

Judith had no such luxury of advance notice and for-
ward planning when she stepped into the Federation
Presidency in 2000 following the serious illness of then-
President Jack Dies.  More than rising to the challenge, in
the following 11 years she carried out her responsibilities
diligently and well, with the constant (or perhaps long suf-
fering?) support of her husband, John Grant (a fixture at
Federation AGM's and other meetings, setting out tables
and chairs, or coaxing reluctant overhead projectors; and
whose insightful economic analyses of municipal taxes
and other issues have often appeared in these pages), and
other members of the Grant family, including son Hamish,
the Federation’s longtime webmaster and layout artist
extraordinaire

Federation Vice President Jack Ellis, who was also the
Federation’s first President in the early 1990's, speaks for
all of us:  "Judith did an amazing job of revitalizing the

BY PAUL COWLEY

The President’s
Message

9069874

Judith Grant celebrated by FoTTSA members at the August Social Gathering
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For the growing number of cottagers in Tiny who come
to enjoy the winter, here are some fun opportunities.
Phone numbers are provided for you to check the sched-
ules.

Awenda Park (705 549-2231) has 30 km of groomed
tracks and Mountainview Skiing in Midland (705 526-
8149) has a variety of groomed cross-country ski trails with
some hills.  Note that Mountainview’s downhill skiing has
been discontinued at this time. Don’t forget that the Wye
Marsh (705 526-7809), in addition to cross-country skiing,
has a full complement of winter activities. For downhill
skiers, Tiny Township is providing a bus leaving from the
township offices on three Monday evenings in January and
visiting Collingwood, Snow Valley and Horseshoe Valley.
Information including a special rate will be posted on
http://tiny.ca. The Tiny Marsh and Simcoe Forests have
wonderful terrains for those who like to ski on fresh snow,
or snowshoe and hike through the bush.

The outdoor covered rinks in Perkinsfield and Robert
Robitaille Rink in Lafontaine have both hockey and plea-
sure public skating times. The schedules are available at
both locations, online at http://tiny.ca or by phoning the
Township’s Community Recreation Coordinator, Bonita
Desroches at 705 526-4204. Please note that you can also

reach Bonita from outside Tiny at 1 866 939-8469.

The indoor arenas in Midland (705 526-9395) and
Penetang (705 549-8492) have public skating available
especially during weekends and holidays. Cost is very rea-
sonable and corporate sponsors often provide free public
skating time during school breaks.

Tiny’s Christmas Tree Lighting is scheduled for Sunday,
November 27 from 6 to 7:30 pm.  Wagon rides, hot cider
and other light refreshments are available.  Carnaval D’
Hiver will take place at Tiny Township’s six large parks
throughout the day on Sunday, January 29th and will high-
light many winter activities. Fitness Programs are held at
the township offices this winter.  For all these Tiny-spon-
sored activities, check http://tiny.ca or phone Bonita
Desroches who has all the necessary information. 

There are many other activities available in our area.
For bowlers, Bayshore Lanes on 205 King Street in
Midland (phone for a reservation at 705 526-4887) has 12
lanes of 5 pin bowling.  Springwater Lanes Bowling is
located on Simcoe 27 north in Elmvale (705 322-0676).
Phone ahead to reserve a lane.  Penetanguishene
Winterama will be held the weekend of February 17-19,
2012.  Elmvale Maple Syrup Festival is scheduled for April
13-15, 2012.  Finally many local churches have delightful
holiday celebrations and programs.  Check your local
newspaper and watch for any notices on their outdoor
signs.  

Finally, there’s nothing like a brisk walk. Get outside
and enjoy your winter!

Winter Activities 
in Tiny

BY PENNY BARR

FoTTSA Summer Social
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In my interactions with Tiny residents over the past few
years, I have found that there are some interesting stories
of how people came to live here, either seasonally or per-
manently.    The concept of cottaging has been evolving
over the past century and no longer resembles “roughing
it” with outhouses, hand pumps and kerosene lanterns of
past generations.  With the advancement of services such
as hydro, gas, cable and the most coveted of all, high
speed internet, cottages have been converted to perma-
nent dwellings with all the conveniences of home.  A com-
mon trend is to adapt the cottage to become the tranquil
retirement destination.  Here are some stories of how and
why people landed here.

Andrew and Nicola Combes, North Shore Drive
An aerial photograph of a Georgian Bay shoreline was

what caught Andrew and Nicola Combes’ attention when
they were searching for a suitable property. Even from the
photograph, the water was incredibly clear and the rocks
were visible.   They were investigating Tiny Township for a
location that was no more than a two hour commute from
the Toronto airport.  Both were originally from England and
planned to return frequently to visit family and friends.
Well-travelled, the couple have lived in England,
Bermuda, Vermont, and Florida, but have now made Tiny
their primary home.  They left England in 1994 and moved
to Bermuda.  After a couple of years, they decided to build
a winter home in Vermont.   Then their beloved border col-
lie became ill which prevented them from returning to
Bermuda.  Another life changing event, the terrorist attacks
of 9/11, dramatically shifted the attitude of US Immigration
Authorities to foreign residents.  They decided to look at
Canada, starting with the idyllic west coast since they had
vacationed there.   After some investigation, that idea was
discarded and a family friend suggested Ontario.  Armed
with maps, compasses and the MLS, a new search began.
Muskoka was eliminated because of distance from
Pearson and seasonality.  Georgian Bay appeared to fulfil
a number of requirements: spectacular scenery consisting
of pastoral farmlands along with wonderful shorelines and
plenty of activities such as swimming, boating and fishing.
They first viewed their property in January 2003 and pur-
chased it the same month.   It took a great leap of faith
since they didn’t know a soul in the area.  They have been
rewarded with many new friends, some of whom have
been residents for generations and others who are recent
transplants like themselves.  

They so enjoyed their time living in Tiny that they
decided to become Canadian citizens, and in March of
2009 were sworn in.   The quiet, peaceful scenery espe-
cially with the rural farmlands is familiar and reminds them
of the southeast of England where they once lived.  There
have been some drawbacks, such as limited internet ser-
vice which has now been resolved through a facility on
Christian Island, although it continues to be an issue for
many Tiny residents. The shortage of physicians was
another challenge they found surprising.  An authentic
French country restaurant is still on their wish list.  Now in
hindsight they are wondering why they didn’t come direct-
ly to Tiny instead of living in the US for six years. Overall
it has been an enjoyable and satisfying experience and
they have no plans to move again.

Carol Szarga, Wendake Beach
Carol’s paternal family, the Simpsons, have roots in

Tiny that date back to the 1800’s.  Her great-grandfather
was a farmer in the area, followed by her grandfather who
farmed across from the infamous Site 41.  Her own father
built up a registered dairy herd, and raised pigs, lambs,
wheat, and corn in the south end of Tiny until a dust allergy
caused him to sell the farm.  He became a county assessor,

How I Came to Live or Cottage in Tiny:
Personal  Histories

BY IRENE WILSON

...see PERSONAL HISTORIES on page 12
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MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Mayor Ray Millar
Deputy Mayor George Lawrence
Councillor André Claire
Councillor Nigel Warren
Councillor Gibb Wishart

SHAWN PERSAUD APPOINTED NEW PLANNING
MANAGER

The Report on Council in the Spring 2011 issue of The
Tiny Cottager noted that Roger Robitaille would be retir-
ing from his job as Tiny’s top planner on May 31st after
serving some 40 years on the Township staff. We are
pleased to report that the new Manager of Planning and
Development is Shawn Persaud, BA, MCIP, RPP. Shawn
has served as a planner in the Township since 2005 and
those whom he has served have commended both his
pleasant manner and professional thoroughness. Shawn
will be assisted in the Planning Department by a new
appointee, Sandra Mattson, who will start on September
22. Welcome to the corner office, Shawn!

BALM BEACH PAY PARKING SCHEME ON HOLD
UNTIL 2012

Last year the previous council passed a resolution to
proceed with a pay parking scheme at Balm Beach along
with the planned beach area improvements. On May 9th
Council received a plan from Public Works Manager,
Henk Blom, proposing that pay ticket machines control
83 spaces along the beachfront, charging $2 per hour
(free with resident permit). Also, Balm Beach Road and
all side streets would be designated “no parking” because
of “safety concerns”. As the footings and electrical con-
nections for the parking machines are already in place,
there was a push from council members to proceed.  

Merchants petitioned Council to reconsider these
changes. Accordingly, Council directed staff to contact
the local business association and all residents in the
immediate area to explain the proposal and compile the
results for the May 30th council meeting.  

On May 30th, Mr. Blom reported on 52 comments
from persons and letters from businesses. He suggested
three options: do nothing; hold an information session on
July 8th; or implement the pay parking recommendations
prior to July 1.

George Lawrence recommended having permit park-
ing for Tiny residents on one side of Balm Beach Road
only. This was supported by André Claire and Nigel
Warren. There was disagreement on the timeline to intro-
duce paid parking. Nigel Warren favoured meters going
in this year. The Mayor wanted to delay until after a pub-
lic meeting. The consensus was that more time was need-
ed to set things up.

In the end, staff was directed to organize a public
workshop for Friday, July 8, 2011, inviting the Balm
Beach Business Association, local beach associations
and the public to identify issues and propose solutions.
The workshop results came before Council on August
8th. Council directed staff to report back with a recom-
mended pay parking implementation plan taking into
account stakeholder feedback and Council's
concerns/comments. They authorized staff to purchase
four parking machines from the 2011 budget allocation
and to prepare the sites this year for the installation in the
spring of 2012.

OFFICIAL PLAN – WIND ENERGY POLICIES
In 2009 the Township received a state-of-the-art

Visual Impact Study (VIS) of industrial wind turbines in
Tiny that it commissioned from the University of Guelph
with funding by civic-minded residents. This study
involved detailed evaluation of the landscapes of the
Township and had extensive public participation. It was
intended to provide a pro-active process to indicate

where turbines could appropriately be situated, and
where they should not. 

About the same time the provincial government
passed the Green Energy Act that stripped municipalities
of all ability to control energy developments.
Nevertheless, Council last year directed staff and its con-
sultant planners to incorporate the VIS into the Official
Plan since it felt that such guidance would be useful,
even if precedent setting.

Staff and the consultant accepted that their hands
were tied by the Green Energy Act and nothing was
done. 

This year in June, Council discussed the request by
CORT (Coalition of Residents of Tiny Township) and
agreed to direct staff to include the Visual Impact Study
in the Township’s Official Plan. George Lawrence
observed that including it would send a message to the
County and would put Tiny’s method on record for the
future. If the County rejects it, a reason has to be given
and then it can go to the OMB. 

On August 29th, Council approved an Official Plan
Amendment that incorporates the VIS designated zones
where industrial wind turbines can or cannot be located
into the Township’s Official Plan. This action will stimu-
late reaction from Simcoe County, and likely from the
Province, unless the government restores in future the rel-
evant powers it removed by the Green Energy Act.

NITRATES IN GEORGIAN SANDS/LAFONTAINE
MUNICIPAL DRINKING WATER

Council heard a presentation by Peggy Slama,
Water/Wastewater Engineer, R.J. Burnside and
Associates, and Mike Fairbanks, Hydrogeologist, Golder
Associates, regarding the Georgian Sands/Lafontaine
Water Supply.  A Public Information Centre was held on
August 6th. The levels of nitrate in the water systems are
approaching the MOE maximum acceptable levels.
There are three approaches that can be taken. One is to
remove the nitrates by nanofiltraton or electrodialysis but
this leaves the problem of dealing with the waste stream
and is very expensive. A second approach is to replace
the wells.  Thirdly, the water with elevated nitrate levels
could be blended with water that doesn’t have elevated
nitrate levels and the end result would be water with
acceptable levels. Council voted to receive the report.

The Consultant is to supply detailed cost estimates on
the various options at another Council meeting. A deci-
sion will then be taken. It appears that the most cost
effective solution is likely to involve blending of various

sources of water, and that this would be done in stages.
First water from the various wells at Georgian Sands
would be blended. That water would then be piped to
Lafontaine and blended with water there. If this move
brings the nitrate down to an acceptable level, the water
department would stop there. If more dilution were
required, then water would be brought from a municipal
well on the 17th, which has copious water and low
nitrate levels.  The cost of these moves would be carried
by the water capital reserve fund to which all water sys-
tem users contribute $200 each year.

PROBLEMS WITH SAND AT BLUEWATER
GEORGINA WENDAKE BEACHES

Henk Blom, Manager of Public Works, brought to the
attention of Council the sand issue experienced by cot-
tagers at BGW Beaches. Every year they have to return
the sand that has blown onto their lots back to the beach.
They need approval to put the sand back onto an area
without vegetation. They also need approval for an inde-
pendent operator to bring machinery onto the beach.
Councillor Claire suggested that at the end of fall resi-
dents put up snow fences to stop the sand from moving
in the winter and coordinate this effort through their
Beach Association. In the short term, Council directed
the Manager of Public Works to allow Bill McKay to
remove the sand until June 30th and to contact Richard
Gould. The Manager was also directed to develop a pol-
icy for the long term. It is important to replace the sand
or eventually the beach will disappear.

DRAFT NOISE CONTROL BY-LAW
Steve Harvey, Chief Municipal Law Enforcement

Officer, reported on a draft noise by-law. Councillors dis-
cussed the challenges of enforcing the existing by-law
because By-law Officers lack the equipment to quantify
the noise. By-law tends not to use such equipment
because it has to be calibrated each time, a qualified per-
son has to calibrate it (which entails training costs) and
they have to be able to verify that the noise they captured
was the same noise that presented the problem if it goes
to court. The Committee directed staff to prepare a report
regarding a quantitative approach to the noise by-law for
2012 budget consideration.

INVASIVE SPECIES POLICY
Councillor Claire commenced a discussion on the

progress of public works in dealing with invasive species
such as phragmites and giant hogweed. The ability of the
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After All Those Water
Level Studies, What Now?

The low water level in Georgian Bay has been a burn-
ing issue for The Tiny Cottager and its readers for over a
decade, when it began to look as if someone had pulled
the plug on our beloved bay leaving us with exposed
rocks, and washed out our offshore sand in so many
places.

Take a look at Steve Coffey’s article on this page, or
another look at the pair of articles by Steve and Denise
Gardian in the Spring 2011 issue. The Tiny Cottager is fully
engaged with water levels and our changing shoreline!

When the International Joint Commission (IJC)
announced it was starting a 5-year program to study future
water levels and find options to regulate them, we all
cheered. We wanted the old levels restored.

But then some well-informed people, including many
from further north in the 30,000 Island area, took a close
look at the IJC program. They felt it would pay insufficient
attention to the St. Clair River and its influence on our
water levels. Remember, that river is the only outlet of a
Great Lake that is not regulated in some way.

The Georgian Bay Association took the bull by the
horns and raised a significant amount of money for a
hydrological engineering expert to take a detailed look at
the influence of the St. Clair River on our lake level. The
result, called the Baird Report after its author, caused the
International Upper Great Lakes Study Board (IUGLSB) to
devote serious attention to the increased flows out of Lakes
Huron/Michigan. Unfortunately, their experts still find that
the increased outflow is only half of what Baird found.

For over three years of the latest study period (2007-
2010) most concern and advocacy was directed to restora-
tion of previous water levels. For various reasons - techni-
cal , economic, political – this goal of restoration was
unrealistic. Both the IJC and the IUGLSB still have not rec-
ommended building control measures in the St. Clair River.

Now the IUGLSB wants to re-focus our consideration
of future water levels on regulation of the interdependent
lake levels. Their latest report, presented at the meeting
Steve Coffey describes, shows what is possible and – unfor-
tunately – what is likely impossible.

Our interests around Georgian Bay want higher levels,
those in other areas – mainly on the US side – like the low
levels.

Can the levels be regulated? Of course! The flow down
the St. Clair River could be controlled by building sub-
merged weirs to reduce the speed of flow and raise
upstream levels. The problem is, they would benefit us but
could reduce the size of beaches. Weirs are costly and
inflexible and might cause levels to rise too much.

Inflatable – and thus adjustable - weirs have been sug-
gested but are unproven. An array of hydroelectric turbines
could slow the flow and also generate power, but seem to
be out of favour despite their potential to give us green
energy. Recent reports say even the Queen is now plan-
ning to power Windsor Castle from underwater turbines at
weirs in the Thames River. If Her Majesty can do it, why
can’t we?

Unfortunately, for any of these schemes, at the moment
the price is not right. Our cash-strapped governments are
not going to put up money in the billion-dollar range any
time soon!

So what can we advocate? A ‘software’ solution has
been proposed: a Bi-National Regulation Board for Lakes
Huron/Michigan similar to the Control Boards in place for
both Lake Ontario and Lake Superior. The primary mission
of this Board would be to work with all Lakes
Huron/Michigan stakeholders to determine an acceptable
range for water levels. But they would need the power to
recommend and achieve more control over our water lev-
els by retaining water during drier periods and releasing
water during wetter periods to avoid high highs and low
lows in water levels. And for that they eventually need
some form of flexible control measures to be placed in the
St. Clair River. Back to square one.

‘Adaptive management’ was a term bandied around as
a solution at the IUGLSB meeting in Midland on August
4th. What it amounts to is: better monitoring of precipita-
tion, evaporation and runoff, tracking physical changes,
and informing (warning?) stakeholders of likely changes in
levels so they can prepare to deal with them. This ‘solu-
tion’ sounds to me more like a ‘warning’ system than a
‘management’ system. 

I believe we can do better, and that flexible weirs
and/or turbines for the St. Clair River are what we should
advocate. If you would like more information on this
whole issue you might find interesting material on the fol-
lowing:

International Upper Great Lakes Study
http://www.iugls.org

International Joint Commission
http://www.ijc.org 

Georgian Bay Forever (Foundation)
http://www.georgianbayforever.org

Sierra Club Ontario 
http://www.ontario.sierraclub.ca

A near-capacity audience of over 120 turned out at the
Royal Canadian Legion in Midland on the evening of
August 4 to hear the latest findings of the International
Upper Great Lakes Study Board (IGULSB) about the state
of our water levels. And by “our”, I mean Georgian Bay. 

Here are my personal impressions of the meeting. The
introduction by the IUGLSB stated that the topic being
covered would be the regulation of outflow controls for
Lake Superior. They failed to emphasize the importance of
this to water levels on Georgian Bay, so many in the audi-
ence were scratching their heads pondering the relevance
of the issue. 

The Study Board noted that, while we in this area want
higher water levels to restore our beaches, protect sensitive
wetland habitats and make boating safer, people in other
areas of Lakes Huron/Michigan like the present lower
water level which gives them wider beaches. A certain
amount of the presentation was scripted to emphasize the
opposing points of view on restoring our water levels. 

During the question and answer period the IUGLSB
started to peel the onion on our issues. They very plainly
stated that there would be no increase to water levels on
Lakes Huron/Michigan as a result of any change in Lake
Superior controls. They also put forward the possible neg-
ative environmental impact on Lake St. Clair if the flow of
the St. Clair River were reduced to help raise our water lev-
els. Comparison of the relative benefits to Lakes
Huron/Michigan versus the cost to Lake St. Clair of reduc-
ing conveyance on the St. Clair River was not lost on the
audience. 

Then the trumpet sounded. The representatives of the
IUGLSB came clean. They said that they are solely a group
that can only recommend, not make, policy. Policy comes
from the two federal governments and might be better
influenced by citizen groups. In an almost “off-the-record”
statement, they said that the best that any of us can hope
for is to call for the creation of an all-Great Lakes control
board. The goal of such a board would be to balance the
interests of residents on all the Great Lakes for mutual ben-
efit. I was reminded of the utilitarianism of John Stuart Mill.

No one lake would be favoured over another with respect
to water levels. Combine this idea with the comment on
citizen groups and the message was clear.

It took me a while to figure out their message. I believe
the IUGLSB is looking for support from the audiences of
the various meetings held during the summer for the rec-
ommendation of an all-Great Lakes control board which
they might put forward to the IJC. However, they were def-
initely not overt in this request, especially in that one had
to read between the lines in order to figure out what their
proposals actually were. But I do think I have it right. The
trouble is, five-lake regulation has been rejected in the past
as being too cumbersome and costly. Surely the creation of
a control board for Lakes Huron/Michigan would be a bet-
ter means of solving our water level issues.

Following the meeting, I had an enlightening discus-
sion with one of the Canadian government’s representa-
tives attached to the group. She admitted that everyone in
the group hopes that decreased water levels in Lakes
Huron/Michigan during the last twelve years is an anoma-
ly, and that what we are experiencing is a very long cycle
with water levels eventually increasing naturally without
any remediation.

She then made a disturbing admission. Her department
is worried that this 12 year long period of low water levels
may not be a cycle, that there have been some fundamen-
tal changes in Michigan-Huron-Georgian Bay’s water lev-
els influenced by climate change. Her fear is that if this is
the case, her department will act too late, and then, what
can she say to her grandkids to explain why nothing was
done to save Georgian Bay? I think we can all safely ask
ourselves the same question. To be proactive, we need to
support the creation of a Lakes Huron/Michigan control
board NOW, in order to avoid disaster. To voice your sup-
port of this position, you should contact your MP or MPP.
You can also signify your support in an e-mail to the Sierra
Club Ontario, which is very active on lake level issues.

Relevant websites are:
http://www.iugls.org
http://www.sierraclub.on.ca 

IJC May Open the Door to Regulation of
Water Levels on Georgian Bay

BY STEPHEN COFFEY

BY JACK ELLIS

FoTTSA NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!
Please Support the Federation:  We Keep You Informed, And We Work for Good, Fair

Government and for Protection of the Environment – 
• WE MONITOR TINY COUNCIL • WE PUBLISH THE TINY COTTAGER NEWSPAPER & MAINTAIN

OUR WEBSITE • WE RUN A WATER TESTING PROGRAM  • WE ARE INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY 
WE CAN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOUR HELP!

YES…I WANT TO HELP…HERE IS MY DONATION!
Please make your contribution payable to “FoTTSA”
Enclosed is my cheque for $ …………………..

Name(s)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address (permanent)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address (summer residence)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Telephone (      )  . . . . . . . . . . Summer Telephone (     )  . . . . . . . . E-mail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Kindly Mail Donation to:
Federation of Tiny Township Shoreline Associations
c/o Linda Andrews
42 Haslemere Rd.
Toronto, ON
M4N 1X6

Thank You, Your Support Is Very Much Appreciated.
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Part One introduced Frank Ridley, a builder of homes
in the Kingsway area of Toronto, and his wife June who
together built an 18th century style log cabin at Bluewater
Beach to use as their cottage and later as a home base for
Mr. Ridley during his excavation of the nearby Ossossane
Bone Pit.  In 1987 my wife and I became the proud own-
ers of that log cabin and surrounding forest and sand
dunes. Appreciating its rich history and the work that went
into building the original cabin, we committed ourselves
to restoring this original log cabin that Frank Ridley built.

Part Two will include some family stories related to our
cottage as I outline our various steps to restore this historic
log cabin and the surrounding property. Obviously, over
the past 24 years, we also had to attend to regular upkeep
and some upgrades, all of which we carried out with pro-
fessional consultation keeping our focus on restoring the
old Ridley cottage to its original state.

In the early 1920’s, Frank Ridley bought the property
from Wilbert Trew and began to plan the construction of
his 18th century style log cabin. He reportedly removed
predominantly red and white pine trees on site, and then
hired the late Ted Gaston with his team of horses to drag
the timbers to the top of the hill where he strategically
located the cabin. The orientation of the cabin takes full
advantage of the shoreline configuration and provides an
excellent view of Nottawasaga Bay, 60 feet above the
shoreline and 600 feet inland from the sandy beach. Ridley
followed the existing land features and constructed a long,
winding driveway from the rear of the property through
mature old forest and along a valley that gently ascends
about 50 feet to the top of the hill where the cabin stands.

When we purchased the cabin, our children were 7

and 4 years old and quickly fell in love with the cottage
and felt quite comfortable living in the haunted cottage on
the hill, as long-time local cottagers and residents referred
to it. We actually experienced this haunted nature soon
after taking possession of the cottage. One warm summer
night, while dozing in bed, I noticed that my wife had
moved downstairs to the main floor where my son was
sleeping in the open loft above. Shortly after she left, I
noticed, in my drowsy state, a silhouette slowly coming up
the stairs. I raised my head and said “Oh hi Mr. Ridley.
Don't worry, everything is OK.” The silhouette stopped
advancing and within seconds descended the stairs. I
turned over in bed and went back to sleep. 

In the morning, my wife said that during the night while
on the sofa, she had felt a certain presence in the room.
Then our son announced that he too had felt a certain rest-
lessness throughout the night. Our daughter who slept in
the small bedroom below the master bedroom, ran into the
kitchen with a big smile on her face saying “Guess what,
guess what? I dreamt about Mr. Ridley last night. He was
nice!” After sharing our respective experiences that morn-
ing, we recalled his obituary: “Mr. Ridley was cremated
and his ashes may be scattered over Huronia, the land
whose history he did so much to discover and preserve.”
Perhaps that land was his old homestead and thus Mr.
Ridley might be with us still, in spirit. As I was closing the
cottage that weekend, I noticed a sheet of paper with a
note for Mr. Ridley. It read in part, “Thank you Mr. Ridley
for coming to visit last night. We really love the cottage and
promise to take good care of it…” I was tempted to write
a response on behalf of Mr. Ridley but, in the end, I decid-
ed not to.

BY ANTHONY ROVITO

The Log Cabin That Ridley Built
Part Two: The Labour of Love Restoration of our Bluewater Beach Cottage
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After a couple of years, we realized that the front of the
property, predominately a sand dune, had now also
become a magnet for local young people with dirt bikes
and ATVs; the resulting activity was destroying the vegeta-
tion and exposing the dunes to the strong winds off the bay.
Sand was being deposited at the very top of the hill adja-
cent to Tiny Beaches Road South (TBRS). Early one spring,
the accumulated sand caused a landslide, partially block-
ing TBRS. A consultant in the Ministry of Natural Resource
recommended that we bulldoze sand from the top of the
hill back into the ravine and then create two to three clay
embankments to help retain the sand.  He also suggested
that we plant multiple trees to stabilize the redistributed
sand/soil. Over the next twenty years, we planted about
3,000 seedlings of the recommended species from the
Ministry of Natural Resources which are now part of our
indigenous tree population.

Early on we also had to upgrade the electrical service
from 30 to 200 amps which gave us the opportunity to
install baseboard heaters for warmth. The original and very
prominent potbelly, wood-burning stove, reportedly built
by Frank Ridley, had for years been very efficient in warm-
ing up the cottage quickly but it eventually had to be
removed owing to fire regulations. We also had to replace
the shingles on the roof and saw this project as an oppor-
tunity to insulate the ceiling of the cottage. After consulting
with a number of roofers, we applied insulation on the
roof’s exterior by adding 2x4’s on edge, inline with the
existing rafters and on top of the existing ceiling boards.
We then placed 4 inch sheets of foam insulation between
the 2x4’s and on top of the roof boards. This arrangement
allowed us to screw the roofing plywood on top of the
2x4’s on which we then installed the shingles. This method
created an air space for ventilation between the plywood
and the insulation. Furthermore, we were able to keep the
existing ceiling boards intact, a valuable feature of the
cabin.

One evening my wife stopped the car a little too close
to the cottage. Realizing that she had jammed the car mir-
ror into the windowsill, she tried to manoeuver the car
between the two cedar trees next to the driveway. After
several unsuccessful attempts, she decided to chisel the
window trim with a sharp kitchen knife in order to free the
mirror. Her handy work from that evening is now repainted
but still visible and it has added to the already rich history
of our cottage. A few weeks later, I informed the family that
we needed to build a shed on the hill next to the cabin. I
suggested that at the same time we also cut down those
two offending cedars on the hill.  The response from my

loved ones was definite: those trees were very healthy and
they should stay put. In fact, when I did begin removing
the trees, the rest of the family refused to help and deserted
me to go shopping.

As I was digging, I came across a large, shiny galva-
nized garbage can buried in the sand that looked amazing-
ly new. After sweeping off the sand and removing the lid, I
found nothing inside except some turquoise green residue.
We later learned that this can may have been the very con-
tainer that Mr. Ridley used to soak and clean some of the
native artifacts that he had found before examining and
cataloguing them for the Royal Ontario Museum.
Considering the possibilities of my new find, I decided to
cover up the container with sand so that I might play a trick
on my family on their return.

Coincidentally, two weeks earlier, on our way to the
cottage, we had stopped at a garage sale and picked up a
small salmon coloured urn with a decorative design on its
side. Remembering that Mr. Ridley had been cremated, I
decided to deposit this container at the bottom of the
garbage can, carefully replace the lid and then rebury the
entire container so that I could hoodwink the family when
they came back.  When my family saw that I had removed
the two trees in question, I was thoroughly ignored as they
retreated inside the cottage. Ten minutes later, I ran to the
door and shouted, “Come quick. I think I found Mr.
Ridley’s ashes!” Reluctantly, they all came out to have a
look, my son with camera in hand. I suggested that he take
pictures as I carefully swept away sand and then opened
the lid to see what was inside. Now everyone was excited
as I exposed the urn. At this point, my young daughter
started jumping around the pit shouting, “It is Mr. Ridley!
We found Mr. Ridley’s ashes.” However my wife soon rec-
ognized the urn as the decorative design on its side gave
the show away. Both my wife and children agreed that I
had almost convinced them, at least for a little while.

That same urn now sits prominently on a shelf by the
fireplace, a part of our cottage history that connects us to
Frank Ridley and the many stories related to the log cabin
that he lovingly built on Bluewater Beach. Our collective
hope is that this labour of love restoration will extend the
life of this quaint log cabin for others to appreciate and
enjoy for many more years to come. 

(Editor’s Note:  The author  described in great detail the
repair of the timbers and chinking of the cabin walls in the
original version of this article. This description has been
included as a supplement to the version posted on our
website)



- 8 -

THE TINY COTTAGER - FALL/WINTER 2011

My friend Skip Sutherland and I bagged this 13 pound
male salmon off the northwest shore of Little Beckwith
Island, acting on a hot tip from a successful fisherman.

It hit on a black and chartreuse “Nasty Boy” with the
downrigger set at 77’ in 100’ of water. The sky was over-
cast with the waves rising when the line screamed off the
spool signaling a good size fish. There were some great
surface displays, and with Skip’s expert netmanship we
successfully landed an exciting catch.

You have to be prepared to spend some time to find
fish and to experiment with a variety of lures. For this catch
we dragged our lines for two hours and changed lures sev-
eral times.

The fishing in Georgian Bay has been declining for
some years now owing to invasive species like the Zebra
Mussel and the Spiny Water Flea. But you can still nail a
good one if you work at it. Good fishin’ from Al and Skip!

BY AL TAYLOR

The One That
Didn’t Get Away

Al Taylor and the one that didn’t get away
Do you have any favourite pictures of Tiny, past or present, that you would like to share with our readers?  

Please email them to editor@tinycottager.org.
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Cottagers who have summered in Tiny for 30 years or
more will remember a time when there were no resident
Canada geese on this peninsula. We saw the sub-arctic
breeding geese flying north in the spring and returning on
their way south in the fall with very brief stopovers. A few
hundred years ago there was a considerable resident goose
population in southwestern Ontario. However overhunt-
ing in the early years before Confederation wiped out this
population. The National Geographic Birds of North
America published in 1983 verifies that there were no
geese on the northern shores of any of the Great Lakes.
Then during the 1960s and 1970s the Ministry of Natural
Resources reintroduced geese to Ontario. Most nestings
had a high rate of success because there are few predators
left in our area, and as geese multiplied, they spread north,
some on their own and others with human help. Today
many cottagers and area residents are facing the problem
of the mess their presence leaves on our beaches and in
some cases their contribution to high coliform counts in
the water close to shore. 

At the Goose Management Meeting on August 25th
that included Penetanguishene, Midland, and the Port
Severn area, I represented Tiny Township for Bonita
Desroches, Tiny’s Community Recreation Coordinator.
The 2010 coliform counts in my beach’s swimming water
had skyrocketed from 10 in July to more than 600 in
August, coinciding with the arrival of large flocks of geese
on and off our shore. Following this meeting, Bonita and I
met to discuss how we cottagers can best deal with geese
if they are a problem.

The Goose Management Meeting brought in an expert,
Norm North, retired from Canadian Wildlife Service, who
is currently working on managing geese numbers in
Toronto and Mississauga among other projects. His ser-
vices are much sought after in the spring for oiling their
eggs, a crucial first step in controlling geese numbers.
Finding the nests requires experience and skill.

It became apparent to Norm that there were two
groups at the table with separate problems. The urban
areas of Penetanguishene and Midland are able to co-ordi-
nate efforts as their situations are similar:  large numbers of
geese have invaded their municipal parks and town grass-

lands. However, Tiny Township is a totally different story as
our shoreline is varied, with each beach having its own
topographical challenges. Usual remedies such as planting
unappetizing grasses and shrubs close to the shoreline and
building obstacles are futile as storms would just sweep
them away.  

Bonita’s responsibility includes the public beaches in
Tiny, which are not plagued with geese because they are
in use most of the summer and geese will avoid coming on
shore when people are present. This year Bonita reports
that she hasn’t had any complaints about geese on Tiny’s
public beaches.

The problem lies with the often empty shoreline in
front of cottages which provides a welcome shelter for
geese, particularly in August. They come on land to eat
young tender grasses and occasionally to spend the night
leaving a mess behind in the morning. Removing grass
from the shore’s edge may discourage them.

Norm outlines his usual plan of attack, which I must
warn you is time-consuming and tedious. First, oiling of
eggs in the nest from April to May is crucial and requires
an Egg Oiling Permit. An application is available online
from Canadian Wildlife Service. Then he files an
Application for Translocation of Migratory Birds before the
moulting adults and young can fly, approximately the mid-
dle of June. Norm says that translocation should be about
2 degrees of longitude away from where they were caught
so they won’t find their way back easily, as migratory
instincts are north/south oriented. The mature birds includ-
ing the teenagers that flock to our waters particularly in
August may be captured in a feeding trap and translocated.
However this procedure requires a lot of time and effort
and is expensive. No geese can be injured during this pro-
cess.

If all the above fails and the birds are still a major con-
cern, Canadian Wildlife will issue a Migratory Bird
Damage Permit which allows residents on private property
to hire a licensed hunter to shoot a limited number of birds
off-season, perhaps 2 or 3; the other members of the flock
usually will not return. The by-law in Tiny states that it is
necessary to get the permission of the people who own the

property and to notify the local Police. Shooting may occur
only on land.

This July on Rowntree Beach geese turned up in signif-
icant numbers and our water coliform count which we
undertook ourselves was high.  We began the process to
apply for a Migratory Bird Damage Permit. However, a less
lethal alternative to shooting may be the use of percussive
devices such as fireworks which produce a sound similar
to a shotgun’s discharge.  The Township of Tiny does have
a by-law regulating the use of fireworks that requires a per-
mit for special occasions; however our beach association
is currently in discussion with the municipality to explore
this possibility for the 2012 season. We will request a tem-
porary exemption to the fireworks by-law just for scaring
geese away from our beach, and if successful, we will keep
you informed about its effectiveness. 

Many cottagers already have their own strategies for
getting rid of geese.  Walking dogs frequently along the
beach on a long leash discourages the presence of water
fowl.  An occupied beach is not attractive to geese.
Cottagers in affected areas could be encouraged to move
and sit on prime goose locations, accompanied by any
neighbourhood dogs on long leashes. Norm also advises
us that beach grass is tougher and less appetizing to the
geese than short cropped grass. Another suggestion is to
involve your community in checking the beach frequently
during your peak goose season. We discovered that some
of these techniques work some of the time; however, noth-
ing is completely predictable. A small group of geese is
more likely to move away; larger groups seem to feel there
is “safety in numbers” and may ignore your efforts. Norm
emphasizes repeatedly that your best chance of success
occurs when everyone in your community gets involved at
the arrival of the first goose on your beach. 

How have our American neighbours to the south han-
dled their geese problem?  Jack Hope reports in Audubon
Magazine that in 1999, 17 US states along the eastern
seaboard got together to get rid of 550,000 geese, one half
of their estimated population. They donated these birds for
dinners to homeless shelters. His article recognizes that the
practice in the early 1900s of capturing geese and clipping
their wings to provide decoys for hunters caused a huge
problem.  In 1935 when hunting with live decoys was out-
lawed, all these captured geese had to be released.  Most
did not return to their migratory patterns, and they settled
in adjoining open fields and urban areas with very few
predators to control their rapidly increasing numbers.
These resident temperate-breeding geese eventually
became a huge problem for property owners. Indeed we
humans have created the goose problem and now we are
left to handle the consequences as best we can.

I found much of this information from Canadian
Wildlife Services online. More detailed goose manage-
ment information from CWS is available at

http://www.on.ec.gc.ca/wildlife/brochures/geeseshore-
lines-e.html

Norm North can be reached at north@execulink.com

BY PENNY BARR

Too Many Canada Geese! 
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Excitement Building for 
Champlain 2015 Celebrations

BY JACK ELLIS

The Spring 2011 issue of The Tiny Cottager reported
the very early steps being taken towards the year 2015 to
commemorate the 400th anniversary arrival of Samuel de
Champlain in Huronia. In 2008 Québec City went all out
to celebrate their 400th Champlain anniversary and an
active group in this area wants to do no less here.

The Steering Committee for the Commémorations
Champlain Commemorations met on September 2nd to
review progress and point the way to the next steps. These
mainly involve writing specific proposals for support and
funding from various sources, both within our communi-
ties and beyond.

Strong support and participation has already come
from leaders of area municipalities, the francophone com-
munity, the Métis and First Nations and from the Wendat
peoples, descendents of the original Hurons. MP Bruce
Stanton and MPP Garfield Dunlop have been key “door
openers” at senior government levels.

The 2015 commemorations are the curtain-raiser for
further events in 2016, leading into celebrations for
Canada’s 150th birthday in 2017. Events and festivals are
being planned on a 4-season basis. Each season will fea-
ture specifically seasonal activities and attractions. 

All events will relate to the overall theme: that of
Champlain’s unique way of dealing with the original peo-
ples of Huronia on the basis of respect for their culture,
learning from them and sharing with them. These funda-
mental principles  underpin modern Canada’s culture and
values. Canadians embrace and celebrate cultural diversi-
ty. As Midland’s Mayor Gord McKay notes, we “will both
commemorate Champlain’s visit and build that legacy”. 

The anchor project for the commemorations is seen as
a Champlain Huronia Centre, which now has attracted
three impressive potential sites through a Request for
Proposals issued in June. 

The City of Midland has proposed Huronia Park for the
Centre. This park runs along Bayshore Drive at an eleva-
tion providing a commanding view of Georgian Bay. Sites
of several acres exist toward the east end of the park near
George Street or the park’s west end near Manly Street.
Part of this park is the former site of the James Playfair
Estate that housed the Huronia Museum until its relocation

to Little Lake Park in 1967. The site has close connection
to the docks, the waterfront trail system and the downtown
and is a short walk to the new Midland Cultural Centre.
Vacant lands opposite the site between Bayshore Drive
and the water are under consideration for a convention
centre and hotel development. Easy access from Highway
12 is via William Street.

The Martyrs’ Shrine has proposed a site comprising
several acres on the tableland just north of the pilgrimage
area and east of their “lookout” viewing area. It would be
accessed directly from Ogden’s Bay Road, and would
have a breathtaking view of the water. This location would
provide a close coupling between the Centre and the
major attractions of Ste. Marie Among the Hurons and the
Martyrs’ Shrine itself, which is the area’s most visited
attraction. 

The Universalbau Corp. has proposed a portion of their
very large diversely wooded site in Penetanguishene for
the Champlain Huronia Centre. The site would overlook
the water of Sandy Bay from an elevation off Gilwood Park
Road on the outskirts of town. The Centre is seen as the
focal point in their proposed resort village development,
which would offer four season activities and accommoda-
tion. 

It will take a team of professional consultants to evalu-
ate both the operational feasibility of the Champlain
Huronia Centre and the merits of the respective sites. By
the end of September a short list of consultants will be
drawn up and submitted to Heritage Canada for seed fund-
ing of a feasibility study. The Infrastructure Committee
hopes to have an early response.

Regrettably, since early this year the economic climate
has changed and ushered in an atmosphere of austerity for
both the federal and provincial governments. It is hoped
that the unique nature of this project, its connection to and
demonstration of the founding principles of our nation will
raise its consideration at the highest political levels.

If any of you reading this article can support this project
by contacting your MP, MPP or a government minister, you
may be able to help realize it, along with the great benefits
of tourism, culture and jobs it would bring to this area.
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Tankless Water Heaters: 
Will They Save You Money?

BY AL TAYLOR

“Save up to $2,000 per year, every year, with a tank-
less water heater.” This advertisement grabbed my atten-
tion since my electric water heater accounts for approxi-
mately 30 percent of my electricity bill. Some makers of
gas-fired tankless water heaters claim that their products
can cut your energy costs up to half compared with regular
storage heaters. So is it time to switch? 

Do some research before you talk to a vendor. Electric
tankless devices are available but given the high cost of
power, I’ll just talk about gas tankless heaters. These have
been used in Europe and Asia since the Second World
War, but are only now coming into common use in North
America.

Natural gas water heaters offer two distinct choices in
style:  storage tank and tankless, and three choices for vent-
ing:  conventional, direct vent and power vent.
Additionally, you may be able to combine your water heat-
ing with home heating. 

Storage Tank Water Heater
A storage tank water heater is the most common type

of water heater in Canada. It consists of a gas burner and a
steel cylinder storage tank with a capacity ranging from 30
to 100 gallons (113 to 378 litres). 

A storage tank water heater works by drawing cold
water into the bottom where it is quickly heated by a gas
burner. Hot water then rises to the top of the tank. As the
hot water is used, it is replaced at the bottom with cold
water.  The tank thermostat controls the water temperature
in the tank, both when it is leaving the tank to your taps
and when it is on “stand-by” waiting in the tank to be used.
The more efficient a water heater is, the less heat is lost
when the unit is on “stand-by”. The big difference between
tank and tankless systems is that, while a tank system sup-
plies a large amount of hot water for a limited time, a tan-
kless one provides a smaller amount of hot water limitless-
ly.  However, inconsistent water temperatures in the tank-
less models were common complaints among respondents
to a poll conducted by Consumer Reports Magazine.

Tankless Water Heater (efficient but not necessarily
economical)

A tankless water heater has no tank and stores no hot
water. When hot water is needed, the water is heated on
demand. Turning on the hot water tap triggers a flow
switch that activates the burner which heats the cold water

entering the tankless water heater. The water is rapidly
heated to the desired temperature. This heating continues
for as long as the hot water tap remains in the “on” posi-
tion. When the tap is turned “off”, the system shuts down
resulting in substantial energy savings over units that have
hot water stored in the tank on “stand-by”.  A tankless
water heater can save space and offer flexibility as it can
be installed close to the point of use.

Tankless water heaters are efficient but not necessarily
economical.  According to tests run by Consumer Reports
Magazine, gas tankless water heaters, which use high-
powered burners to heat the water quickly running
through a heat exchanger, were 22 percent more energy
efficient on average than the gas-fired storage-tank models.
This difference translates into savings of around $120 to
$180 per year.

However, because they cost much more than storage
water heaters, it can take up to 22 years to break even,
longer than the 20-year life of many models. Moreover,
Consumer Reports Magazine’s online poll of 1,200 read-
ers revealed wide variations in installation costs, energy
savings, and satisfaction.

I checked with local suppliers and learned that the cool
groundwater temperatures we have here can be an issue
for instant hot water since the unit requires time to bring
the water up to ideal temperature. In addition, hard water
may require a water softener. The gas lines inside your
house may need to be replaced, and there will likely be
annual maintenance on both the softener and the heater.

The cost of the heater is $1,100, the pipes are $300,
and removal of the existing system $250.  Then gas
charges and incidentals are $350 and a water softener is
$600.  Grand total is about $2,600. My existing electric
storage tank was installed five years ago, cost me $500 and
works fine. I reduced my hydro bill 25% by turning my
heater off for as much as two days at a time. Then I raised
the temperature at night when the rates are less. (Great tip,
Al! -Ed.) This poor man’s tankless solution works for me.

The users of tankless water heaters with whom I have
spoken are satisfied with their heaters; their motivation to
convert was for environmental purposes, not for energy
savings. 

I’m staying with my existing tank system; however, if
you are replacing your existing storage tank, do your
homework, weigh carefully the cost and the benefits, and
then make your decision.
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working and living out of Barrie.  He had the foresight of
recognizing the future value of beach properties and struck
up a deal with Milt Trace, the developer of Wendake, in
the late 1940’s to acquire some lots. He built the first cot-
tage, named Hilltop, in 1949-50 and put a shower in so
that he could commute to work in Barrie and spend the
summer at Wendake Beach. As the family expanded with
spouses and grandchildren, a second cottage, “Green
Again” across the road was added in the early 1960’s. The
third blue cottage was added in 1967, Canada’s centenni-
al.  As the family had moved farther afield for education
and jobs, Wendake Beach became the central gathering
place to reconnect with relatives and close friends.  Since
the cottages were not winterized, a bungalow was added
in 1968 for her mom and dad’s retirement years.

Carol went to Toronto in the 1950’s to acquire her
nurse’s training, and she worked in a downtown hospital.
In 1963, her parents offered their children a chance to buy
beach property. Carol, recently returned from nursing in
California, bought Hilltop, John bought the lot next (now
the home of the Wilsons) and Bill acquired the one beside
(now the home of the Kerrigans). She married Ed in 1970
and owned a home in West Toronto but always looked for-
ward to spending time at the beach.  It was very therapeu-
tic to leave the hustle and bustle of Toronto, feeling one’s
blood pressure drop north of Barrie.  She followed in their
footsteps by retiring here with her husband in the late
1990’s.  

Diane Hughes, Wymbolwood Beach
Diane’s Tiny roots run deep as her grandfather was a

farmer who was born and raised in Tiny Township.  He
also became an MP in Ottawa, representing this area.  The
cottage was a family affair that was built in 1932 by both
her father and grandfather.   It became a base for the family
to get together when her father moved to Thornbury to
become the high school principal.   The cottage commute
was much longer then, along limited stone and gravel
roads, even though the distance was not great. 

Diane has loved the cottage for as long as she can
remember.  Although she left the area to attend the
University of Toronto and remained there to work as a
physiotherapist, her heart stayed in Wymbolwood. She
married a Montreal native whom she eventually converted
to a Tiny Township resident.  Once retirement was on the
horizon, enhancements were made to the original cottage
to make it a full-time home.   One of the main attractions
has been the strong sense of community that permeates the
area.  Her late husband, Frank Hughes, became engaged
in local politics and was elected as a Tiny Township
Councillor in 1997. Diane has also volunteered for years
at Wye Marsh and enjoys the interactions with young peo-
ple.

The cottage has been a stable anchor in an often hectic
world.  As life’s circumstances have changed, many of the
residents have become widows and created a support net-
work affectionately known as “the Beach Broads”.
Between great sunsets, beautiful beaches and wonderful
friends, what more could you ask for?

Personal Histories...continued from page 3
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Nitrate Testing 
2011
BY DENISE GARDIAN

Nitrate testing was done again this year by FoTTSA. Ten
beach associations participated, namely Addison,
Bluewater/Georgina/Wendake, Carusoe Bay, Deanlea,
Edmore/Georgian Heights, Farlain Lake, Nottawaga,
Rochelle, Wahnekewening,  and Woodland. From 98
water samples taken, only one property tested above the
acceptable limit for nitrates. According to the Ontario
Drinking water guidelines the maximum acceptable con-
centration of nitrates in drinking water is 10 mg/L. Results
from two other properties were in the 6/7mg/L and 9 mg/L
range. All three property owners were urged to contact the
Health Unit  for advice.

In last Fall’s issue of The Tiny Cottager which you can
read online, I described nitrates, their origin and possible
effects on humans.  Briefly, nitrate is a chemical compound
that is one part nitrogen and three parts oxygen, and it can
be found in ground water. Nitrates are highly soluble in
water; they have no taste or smell and can only be detect-
ed through water testing. 

Nitrates in ground water originate primarily from ani-
mal manure, human waste in faulty septic systems and the
leaching of fertilizers from fields, golf courses and lawns. If
you have a private well, nitrates may get into the water if
your well is not adequately constructed or is improperly
located. A high nitrate concentration in drinking water may
be harmful to infants, pregnant women, nursing mothers,
and seniors.  

Overall the results of the last two FoTTSA nitrate tests in
2010 and 2011 were encouraging. However, we’ve only
taken 222 samples, a relatively small number, so no con-
clusive statement can be made yet about the connection
between nitrates and the safety of our drinking water in pri-
vate wells. A well with a high reading can be next to a
property where the reading is low.  Therefore I suggest that
ALL those on private wells should have their water tested
for nitrates from time to time. 

OPP’s New
Commander

The Southern Georgian Bay Detachment of the OPP
has a new Commanding Officer, Inspector Jacques Bois,
who came from Central Region where he supervised major
crime units dealing solely with criminal investigations.  He
has thoroughly enjoyed his first summer in our area as he
now has the opportunity to interact more directly with the
public.  Community-based policing is basic to his philoso-
phy of policing and he invites feedback and dialogue with
residents in his area in order to determine what services are
needed.

His responsibilities include overseeing a full detach-
ment of 60 officers who patrol our highways, waterways
and  snowmobile and ATV trails in addition to investigating
criminal activities and ensuring that provincial statutes are
upheld.  He is in close contact with our elected officials in
Tiny as he oversees any beach-related issues that arise.

Jacques Bois is the father of three teenagers and credits
them with providing his technical know how.  He’s a
recent convert to marathon running, but is mostly proud of
just having completed the Army Run in Ottawa this past
September with his two sons.  His officers are aware of the
real concern he has about their health and welfare beyond
the scope of their jobs. He also recognizes the importance
of a healthy balance between home and work for himself
and everyone in his detachment.

Welcome to Tiny Township, Inspector Jacques Bois!

(Within 24 hours of this phone interview with
Constable David Hobson, he sent notice of the police
recovery of $30,000 worth of stolen snowmobile equip-
ment in Midland just this week, and a warning about tele-
phone and computer scams that are now affecting our
area.  Be warned!  “Lock it or lose it”, and do not share
any information with unsolicited contacts.)
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Township to create a by-law to assist the Township in
treating the invasive species was discussed. Currently, the
Township can treat noxious weeds; however the invasive
species being discussed are not classified as such. Mayor
Millar suggested that Council provide direction to staff in
the treatment of invasive species. Staff is to develop a pol-
icy to mitigate the impact of invasive species on munici-
pal property and investigate the potential for control on
private property.

BLUEWATER BEACH DUNES RESTORATION ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE

The By-law Department is aware of problems with
drinking, fires, the use of snow fences for the fires, and
general trespassing on the dunes. By-law feels it is diffi-
cult to enforce the rules without monetary consequences.
Councillor Warren and the committee would like to see
a by-law with fines attached governing the restoration
areas. The Committee put forward recommendations
regarding boardwalks, dunes and the planting of vegeta-
tion. Councillor Lawrence moved that Public Works
review the recommendations and come back with rec-
ommendations and costs. Staff is also to work on the
development of a by-law to protect environmental
restoration projects undertaken by the municipality. 

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY/SENIOR CENTRE
SHELVED

In June, the Sunset Bay Community Association pro-
posed that a Community/Senior Centre be built on a
Township property on Champlain Road. The year-round
Centre, to be built by volunteers, would meet a need as
there are no schools or church basements for meetings in
the north end of Tiny; the nearest facility is in Lafontaine.
While the Sawlog Bay Association didn’t support the
idea, others in the area did. Councillor André Claire sug-
gested donating part of the property for the Centre, not all
of it. He wondered who would pay for maintenance of
the Centre. Council also wondered how it fits with the
Master Recreation Plan.

In July, the Sawlog Bay Association made an oral sub-
mission outlining their concerns about the proposed
Community/Senior Centre. The lot was created by
Council in 2004 as a buffer zone between Champlain
Road and land sold to Mr. Belanger for a hunting camp.
It supports wildlife and a high quality stream flows
through. Due to the land’s low elevation and high water
table, Council directed staff to report on the viability of
the property as a building site and have Tatham &
Associates comment on septic system placement, not
addressed in Planning Report PD-49-11. Council noted
that a formal business plan for the Community/Senior
Centre would be required before further consideration is
given to the matter.

REPORT ON GEORGIAN BAY GENERAL HOSPITAL
In July, the hospital CEO, Paul Henrich, reported that

Georgian Bay General has some of the shortest wait
times in Ontario for physician assessments in its emer-
gency department. The Hospital needs $12 million to
complete the rebuilding of its Emergency Department ($2
million from the community, $2.6 from Simcoe County
and $8 million from the Ministry of Health). It has not
secured all the money but is moving ahead with the plan-
ning phase in order to avoid delays down the road. They
are seeking new avenues of funding and have received
$1.1 million in grant money for performance improve-
ments. The problem is that they have to do better than the
best in the province in order to continue to receive those
grants. They are focusing on three areas of improvement:
wait times, patient harm (errors) and customer service.
The Minister of Health has visited and has seen the con-
straints the hospital is working under but no moneys have
been forthcoming. 

ZERO-BASED BUDGET PROCESS EXTENDED IN
2012

Mayor Millar requested that a zero-based approach to
developing the 2012 budget be applied to the Township’s
By-Law Department to follow up on a previous pilot pro-
ject to apply zero-based budgeting to another Township
department. Staff requested clarification of the definition
of zero-based budgeting to which Mayor Millar respond-
ed. Councillor Claire suggested that the 2012 budget
documents be presented to Council in a smaller more
summarized electronic format. A motion for adoption of
zero-based budgeting for the Township’s By-Law
Department for 2012 was carried 5-0.

SEPTAGE COMMITTEE CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT FOR DISPOSAL OF SEPTAGE

In June, Councillor Nigel Warren, chair of the Septage
Committee, voiced his frustrations. The Ministry of the
Environment is giving the committee the rules of the
game without the facts. The process is also very slow.
Councillor Warren wondered what is going to be dis-
cussed at the Public Information session on June 25 as
the consultants have not given the Committee any infor-
mation about the public meeting. 

The need for a septage facility in Tiny is pertinent.
Penetang has announced that its sewage treatment plant
is to be enlarged. The Mayor wondered whether Tiny
could buy some of this space. Also, the Midland engi-
neering staff claims that their sewage treatment plant is
operating at only 40% of capacity. 

On August 8th Councillor Warren requested clarifica-
tion from the Manager of the Barrie MOE Branch on the
following issue - "If there is known septage treatment
capacity in another municipality within a reasonable
travel distance of the Township, would the MOE mandate
the Township to utilize such capacity at the exclusion of
developing a facility within the municipal boundaries of
Township of Tiny and if so, how and when would the
MOE communicate and invoke such a mandate?"

Council awaits the reply.

REPORT ON COUNCIL...continued from page 4 The Woes of
Wireless Internet

BY JACK ELLIS

What a wonderful world of Internet we were promised
last year as we turned on our Bell Turbohub for the first
time! The faces of my wife, daughters and grandchildren lit
up as their favourite web pages speedily loaded.

That was then, this is now. All winter the Turbohub
worked well. But this summer, everything slowed to a
crawl. Worse, there was often no internet at all for long
periods of time. Calls to technical support were futile,
nothing worked. 

Finally we found out why: the Bell 3G network in this
area – as well as Rogers and other carriers – are hopelessly
overloaded, especially on weekends when thousands of
people arrive with their smartphones, tablet devices or
whatever and fire them up. This sudden jump in usage
quickly gobbles up all the available bandwidth.
Apparently the carriers see little incentive to expand their
capacity to handle the summer loads and see it sit idle for
the rest of the year. They just keep promoting these band-
width-hungry devices like mad, along with “greedy” ser-
vices such as online video. That’s where the bucks are!

All users of the so-called “high-speed” wireless internet
suffer – whether through Turbohubs or laptop sticks - since
they just cannot get the service they are paying for. Some
angry customers have managed to get a rebate on their
monthly charges, which can only be authorized by a
supervisor in the customer service departments. But don’t
count on it: they are good at refusals. “But you got X
megabytes downloaded this month” they say. OK, but they
don’t give us credit for the extra frustration and the hours
that it takes to get any downloads at all with their on-again,
off-again service, typically taking way longer than dial-up
at this time of year.  Or for the times when we simply have
to trek to McDonald’s to use their wi-fi to send an impor-
tant email or whatever.

We now look forward to the winter when fewer
devices are competing for the service, dreaming of piles of
burning smartphones and hoping against hope that Bell
and Rogers will eventually do the responsible thing and
improve their 3G networks in this area.
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PLEASE SUPPORT 

OUR ADVERTISERS!

They finance the 
production of 
this newspaper.

Say you “saw it in 
The Tiny Cottager” when 
you use their services!
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48 Addison Lane
MLS# 20110589  Tiny Township

$1,399,000

2 East Beach Rd.
MLS# 20111644   Tiny Township

$1,590,000

552 Silver Birch Dr.
MLS# 20110883  Tiny Township

$799,000

390 Silver Birch Dr.
MLS# 20111925  Tiny Township

$799,000

Lot 51 & 89, Silver Birch Dr.
MLS# 20111344  Tiny Township

$429,000

166 & 167 West Shore Dr.
MLS# 20101448  Tiny Township

$399,000

134 Centre Beach Rd.
MLS# 20110650  Tiny Township

$899,000

332 Silver Birch Dr.
MLS# 20111302  Tiny Township

$899,000

51 Beach Rd.
MLS# 20101829  Tiny Township

$650,000

488 Silver Birch Dr.
MLS# 20110624  Tiny Township

$639,000

Brokerage, # 7 Main Street
Penetanguishene, ON

WWW.SHORESOFTINY.COM

705-533-4151
jmcisaac@csolve.net

GEORGIAN BAY REALTY LTD.

Jeanne McIsaac
Sales Representative

Each Office 

Independently

Owned and

Operated

Waterfront Delights!


